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Ye have wearied the Lox D with your words * 
yet ye lay, Wherein have we wearied him? 


IS Heel ſhall bruiſe thy Head. Tais was 


the ſentence pronounced upon the ſerpent, 
after the fall of Adam; and it will be found, that 
the literal ſenſe of the Word, which correſponds te 
the Heel, is of ige, /ufficrent to ſilence every ob- 
jection that can be, raiſed againſt the divine origin 
of the ſcriptures, and particularly againſt that moſt 
zmportant of all the Truths it contauns—the Divi- 
nity of our Lord and Saviour JESUS CurrsT. 
Theſe ſcriptures, which are indeed the Very Word 
of GoD, (ile the veſture of our LORD, ought not 
to be rent aſunder, but to be taken collectively, evan 
in their outermoſt, or literal jen/e. 
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iv INTRODUCTION. 


This ſacred Word was given to man, for his in- 
firudtion in the way to eternal life, to guide him in 
the path of everlaſting happineſs, and to the knows 
ledge of that LIVING GOD, who ts the SAVI- 
OUR Fall Men.“ 
FVue divide the Letter of the ſcripture, we ſhall 
make it full of contradiaions—bring into the 
world * damnable herefe:s,”—and if we cannot 
ſtrain z/ into a proof that there is a plurality of 
Gods, we may eajily force it into a declaration of 
two Mefhalis—he very idea of which is ſhocking. 
But if we take this Word of Truth colle@torly, we 
all find that there is only One God, and only 
One Saviour, that this True and only God, is the 
True and only Saviour, and that Redemption was 
effeded by tas JERoVan GoD aſſuming the 
Human Nature, whereby he deſcended into the 
loweſt parts of creation, and reduced all things in- 
10 order, N 


Man ind have entertained a variety of opinions 

about their Saviour, —* As for our Redeemer, the 

| Lord of Hoſts is his name.” But in order to pre- 
| dent any miſinterpretation of the inlent, or cavil 
| about words, *? may be neceſſary, previous to enler- 
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ing uon lie Objeftions againſt our Lord's divi- 
ny, lo ſubjorn- what we mean by the Trinitarian 
lem, for it hath frequently happened, that writers 
upon thts important ſubjed have expreſſed their 
ideas, which probably were the . by different 
and indefinite terms. 

In controverſral matters, writers PT er 
expreſſions, which they warmly contend for, and 
thus produce a mſunderſtanding about words, 
when one may charitably hope, that thetr meaning 
was preciſcly the ſame. Tus, one will contend 
that in the godhead there are three di/tunf{ ef- 
ſences, another will init that there arethree diſtiuct 


beings, and a third calls it a Trimty of perſons ; 


bat is it not poſſible, that what the one calls efſince, 
the other means by perſon, and jo on? for ſurely 
no one would inſiſt, that there are literally three 
perſons in one God, as if we meant three men are 
only one man ! That is a total incongruity. 

\ The Lord our Redeemer ts ftridlly and properly 
* one Lord —“ the only wiſe God our Sauour—» 


the True God and eternal Life —ile Lord of 


Chrijitans, and © God of the whole earih.” Aud 
in this Lord is what we would * a Tune Na- 
Re ture, 
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ture, or Trinity of Perſon, not Perſons ; viz. the 
Father, or Supreme unclouded Deity, which no 
being whatever could behold without being inſtantly 
conſumed, as © no man can ſce my face and live.“ 
Second, The Son, or Divine Humanity, hat zs, 
that medium, or glorified Humanity, by which God 
becomes approachable to all hrs creatures, as He 
that hath ſcen me hath ſeen the Father,” or as 
Paul fays, ** God was ſeen of angels,” by the in- 
carnation of Jeſus C hriſt, and in whom duwelleth 
* all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily.” Third, 
The Holy Ghoſt, or Divine Operation of the Su- 
preme Divinity, through the medium of the Divine 
Humanity, whence the Holy Spirit is ſaid to pro- 
ceed from the Father and the Son, as © He ſhewed 
me a pure rider of water of life, clear as chryſtal, 
froceeding out of the throne of God and of the 
Lamb;“ and © the Comforter, which ts wn * 
Ghoſt, the Father will ſend in my name. 
Whatever therefore is meant by this diſtinction 
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, our Lard is ac- 
knowledged in the ſacred writings to be the whole 
thereof. Firſt, The Saviour acknowledges himſelf 
to poſſeſs thts triune nature 1. All that the Fa- 
ther 
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ther hath is mine: 2. Wo man cometh unto the 
Father but by me;” g. I proceeded forth and 
came from God.” Secondly, The Saviour declares 
humfelf to.be this Trinity of Perſon : 1. I and 
my Father are One; 2. *The Father is glonjied 
in the Son; g. © will fend you the Comforter... 
Ye know him: . . . I will not leave you comfortleſs, 
I will come to you.” So alſo, the apoſiles are 
commanded to teach all nations, baptizing them 


in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 


the Holy Ghoſt,” yet we read they frequently bap- 
tired in the name of Jeſus only. Whence it is 
clear, that in the perfon of Chriſt, after his reſur- 
rethon, when he gave this command to his diſciples, 
was united that Trinity of Perſon or Nature, 
called the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. 
And thus was Man literally made in the likeneſs of 
God. He pofſefſes an inviſible, or divine nature, 


which 2s the ſoul 5 alſo a viſible, or material na- 


ture, whach is the bodv; and from the mind, whith 
25 the union of theſe two natures, proceedeth what 
he defires to communicate to other beings. 

Paul ſpeaks of man in this triune nature; * 


pray God your whole ſpirit, and ſoul and body he 
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preſerved blameleſs unto the coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ;” yet man is trictly and literally but 
one being or perſon. 

Therefore in this preſent work, if we have ex- 
preſſed our ideas by the terms eſſence, being, or per- 
fon, we wiſh thoſe words not to be taken in a ſenſe 
different from what is intended, and thereby o cca- 
fron a controverſy which all fincere chriſtians would 

wiſh to avoid. So alſo, when we expreſs ourſelves 
as making the Son equal with the Father, we mean, 
that by ſhewing his power to be equal to all that 
we can conceive of God, we thereby prove that he ts 
God, for God hath declared that he hath no equal. 
Happy, thrice happy would it be, if that Spirit of 
Truth, which guided the apoſiles unto all truth, 
ſhould deſcend into the hearts of all thoſe who have 
Forgotten the God of their ſalvation,” —if the Lord 
\ would now hour out his ſpirit upon all fleſh,— 
| oben theeyes of the blind—deſtroy in this mountain 
the face of the covering caſt over all people, and the 
vail that ts ſpread over all nations, that it might 
G an this day be ſaid, Lo, this is our God, we have 
| waited for him, and he will ſave us, this ts the 
LoRD, we have waited for Him, we will be glad 
and rejoice in his ſalvation; for our REDEEMER 
7s /trong, the LORD of Hoss ts his name!” 
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CHNES T's DIVINEEY 
ANSWERED. 


Suffer me a little, and I wil! inſtruct thee; for I 
have yet to ſpeak in God's behalf, 


Job. xxxvi. 2. 
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OBFECTIONS 
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CHRES T's DIVENWETY 
ANSWERED. 


Suffer me a little, and I will inſtruct thee; for I 
have yet to ſpeak in God's behalf, 
Job. xxxvi. 2. 


vol. 11. 8 
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OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 
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Vour words have been ſtout againſt me, ſaith the 


Lord; yet ye jay, What have we ſpoken 
ſo much againſt thee? 


LTHOUGH the dottrine of our Saviour's 


divinity is a fact which coineides with the 


general tenor of the ſcriptures, many arguments 
have been urged in proof of a contrary dottrine: 
but the defenders of ſuch objettions have fre- 
quently run into abſurdities, in order to diſpoſe 
of thole paſſages which fo plainly point out the 
« fulneſs of the Goditead” that dwelt in Chriſt. 
Notwithſtanding the prophets have afhrmed that 
„God's ways” are infinitely ſurerior to“ man's 
ways;” notwithſtanding the apoſties have de- 

B 2 clared 
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clared, that the © Myſtery of Criſtꝰ was © Gop 
being received up into glory; and notwith- 
ſtanding our Saviour informed his auditors, that 
„ the Son was incomprelienſible to any but the 
Father;“ yet, thinking to have“ an arm like the 
Almighty,” Mankind will inſt upon an Infinite 
God being ſub ect to Finite laws, and they deal 
with the Meſſiah as they would with the bones in 
Ezekiel's viſion. 

* Son of man,” ſaid God to Ezekiel, (after 
having ſet him down in the midſt of a valley full 
of bones, and lo, they were very dry} Son of 
man, can theſe bones live?“ Modern ſpecula- 
tiſts would have gone much further than the 
prophet did] for if, inſtead of aſking the queſtion, 
the Lord had ſaid, © Son of man, theſe bones can 
live ;” ſome would have“ contended with the 
Almighty,” and endeavoured to have fhewn the 
impractibility of ſuch a project. 

One would have obſerved, That the non of 
parts ſo dry, and which did not not appear to be- 
long to the ſame ſubjef, was impoſſible; conſe- 
quently, it might, with equal propriety, be ſaid, 
that 
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that the /epulchre from whence the bones were 


taken could live. 


Another would have placed the . in or- 
der, and where a difficulty had occurred in 
making the parts proportionable, he would have 
cut off the incumbrances, or caſt away whole 
bones, if neceſſaiy, till he had formed a ſkeleton, 
which, he would obſerve, was all that was in- 
tended ; that by the word {zve was not meant to 
have © the ſinews and the fleſh come upon 
them,” but only a joining of the bones, and it 
was allowed to be called live. 

Whilſt others would have pointed out the 
inconſiſlency of requiring thoſe dry bones to exiſt 
again, and how wnneceſ/ary it muſt appear, for 
that it is appointed for all men once to die” 
only, and © fince the fathers fell aſleep, all 
things continue as they were from the begin- 
ning.“ 

Happy prophet! he left all idle ſpeculations 
how it could be performed, and quietly acknow- 
ledged the omniſcience of his Creator : And 1 
anſwered, O Lord God, thou knoweſt.” The Al- 


mighty not only convinced Ezekiel of his omni- 


potence, 
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potence, but made him the humble inſtrument tv 
effect this miracle: © Again he ſaid, Propheſy 
upon theſe bones, and ſay unto them, O ye dry 
bones, hear the word of the Lord... . So I pro- 
pheſied as I was commanded : . . . And when I 
beheld, lo, the ſinews and fleſh came upon them, 
and the ſkin covered them, . . . and the breath 
came into them, and they ſtood up upon their 
feet, an exceeding great army.” 

Happier would it ſtill be, if that Almighty Be- 
ing would, through the means of a far more 
humble inſtrument, ſnew the invalidity of fuch 
arguments, and convince thoſe who adopt them, 
that although they think *they do God ſervice,” 
yet, by their zeal for his glory, they are abſo- 
lately “ falſe teachers, bringing in damnable 
hereſies, even denying the LORD who bought 
them;” ſo that henceforth they © which in mes 
palt perſecuted” the church of Chriſt, may, like 
Paul, © teach that faith, which once, alas! they 
_  Jaboured to deſtroy.” 


It is an unfortunate circumſtance for thoſe 
who cannot conſent to the Divinity of our Re- 
deemer, that they appear at a loſs how to fix his 

| | nature, 
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nature, or in what claſs of beings to place him, 
when they deprive him of Deity. Some make 
him a mere mortal; others an archangel incar- 
nate; and others again, with more propriety, 
would keep ſtrictly to the * Only 1 Son 
of God. 

That worthy and true friend to chriſtian | 
liberty, Dr. Jebb, acknowledged, © that a very 
* high degree of reſpect and veneration is due 
* to the character of Jeſus, as the anointed Pro- 
„ phet of the Moſt High—far excelling in dig- 
* nity and power every prophet who preceded 
* him. I honour him (faid he) as the SON oF 
* GoD in what appears to me the ſcripture ac- 
* ceptation of that term—as the common Lord 
f Chriſtians—as the appointed Judge of the 
* hving and the dead. But at the ſame time 1 
* am convinced, that the diſtance between him 
* and the Deity is INFINITE—that prayer to 
him is no where commanded in the Scriptures 
* —and, conſequently, that the prayers of Chriſ- 
* tians may with the ſame propriety be directed 
* to the Virgin Mary as to the perſon of our 
Lord. —Reaſons for Reſignation, p. 54 
The 
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The Rev. Mr. Lindfey, on the contrary, 
ſeems to think Stephen juſtified in praying to a 
diſible Jeſus; but denies that being a ſufftcient 
precedent for the general worſhip of him un- 
fon. 

There are alſo ſome pointed remarks upon 
this ſubject, in a tract printed at Cambridge in 
the year 1784, entitled, An Elucidatton on - the 
Unity of God, deduced from Scripture and Reaſon, 
by J. G. Ejq; but the author does not, on exami- 
nation, appear ſo liberal to the Trinitarian ſyſtem 
as he pretends to be; for he confeſſes that 
* there are ſome /e paſſages in ſeripture which 
& ſeem to favour the Athanaſian hypotheſis,” 
and though he declares *© he ſhall ſelect the moff 
* expreſs of theſe,” he hath ſelected only wo, 
viz. I and my Father are One,” and * I am in 
the Father, and the Father in me.“ Thefe two 
paſſages he very readily diſpoſes of by having re- 
courſe to metaphor, and that not in ſo fair and 
equitable a manner as is conſiſtent with one who 
_ © excepts againſt cavil and ſubterfuge. Of the 
laſt of theſe two paſſages, I am in the Father,” 
is to be taken ffguratroely, but the Father in 


79 


me 
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me” may be taken /:terally in the ſenſe he would 
have it underſtood. — Thus, paſſages in favour of 
Chriſt's Divinity are al metaphorical, even the 
title Son of God, rather than it ſhould give the 
leaſt foundation for the doctrine; but when the 
Saviour is Called © the Son of Man—Apo/tle and 
Fhgh-Pricft of our Profeſſion— Firſt-Born of 
every Creature—and Beginning of the Creation of 
God,” ALL theſe muſt be taken {erally This 
is an uncandid method of arguing, for theſe latter 
are as plainly metaphorical as the others. The 
Unitarian dottrine (as it is called) and that of 
Chriſt's Divinity, are both built upon O2# 
foundation: „J am the LoRp, that is my 
name, and my glory I will not give to another.“ 
Therefore, before the Trinitarian {yſtem be dil- 
carded, it is neceſſary for its opponents to {hew, 
How it is poſſible for a deputed Fudge or delegated 
Being to come with that Glory in which Jeſus 
Chrilt is to appear at his ſecond coming; or how 
a ſubordinate Being can receive ſupreme adoran 
tion in heaven, without totally overturning this 
toundation-flane ?. 
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But to proceed: Moſt of the fubſtantial 
ob;eftions againſt the Saviour's Divinity, may, it 
1s preſumed, be arranged under the following 
heads : 

I. Jeſus Chriſt, in the Goſpel, hath not 
avowed himſelf to be God. 

II. He has not only never required prayer 
to be addreſſed to him, but abſolutely for- 
bid it. 

III. This Trinity of Perſon, or Nature, is 
not only unneceſſary, but alſo Inconſiſtent. 

From theſe Objections we will endeavour to 
free this important doctrine, without © handling 
the word of God deceitfully, but by manifeſtation 
of the truth, commending ourſelves to every 


man's conſcience in the ſight of God.” 
EL 
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OBJECTION I. 


WO Chriſt, in the Goſpel, hath not avowed 
himſelf to be God. 


In a Sermon of the Rabbin Akib, pronounced 
at Smyrna, November 26, 1761, ſaid to be writ- 


ten 
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ten by M. Voltaire, that Grand Maſter of So- 
phiſtry has the following quibble: “ Jeſus in 
their goſpel calls himſelf ſometimes Son of 
* God, Son of Man, but never God: Paul 
& never gave him that title.” 

And the Rev. Mr. Lindſey, adopting the ſenti- 
ments of Lactantius, ſays, * He | Jeſus] taught, 
« that God is One: that he only is to be wor- 


„ ſhipped: Mor did he ever ſay that he humfelf- 


« was God.” Yet adds this learned writer, © be- 
* cauſe he was ſo faithiul, and aſſumed nothing 
* to himſelf, intent only on fulſilling the com- 


“ mands of hin tlhiat ſent him; therefore he was 


« rewarded with the digni:7 of an everlaſting 


„high. prieſt, the honour of a ſupreme king, 
% and the 197 (or {tle} of God. —Lind/ey's 
Aholagy, p. 137. 

So, then, tlas“ jealous God'“ gives his name 
to an obedient creature! But by whom was he 
honoured with this title, ii Paul never gave it 
hin, and he never caliu nifclff GOD? 

However theie learned gentlemen conceived 


this 1, our Saviour certainly declared himſelf 


to be God 1a the ful. e! ene. 5 
C 2 « Jeſus 
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“ Teſus faith unto him, I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Fa- 
ther but by me. If ye had known me, ye ſhould 
have known my Father alſo : And from hence- 
forth ye have known him, and have cen him. 
Philip faith unto him, Lord, few us the Father, 
and it ſufficeth us. Jeſus ſaith unto him, Have 
I been ſo long time with you, and haſt thou not 
Anown me, Philip? He that hath /een ME hath 


ſeen the FATHER, and how ſayeſt thou, She us 


the Father ? Believeſt thou not that I am in the 
Father and the Father in me ? the words that I 
ſpeak unto you, I ſpeak not of myſelf ; but the 
Father that dwelleth in me, he doth the works, 
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Fa- 
ther in me; or elſe believe me for the very 
works ſake. Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, He 


that believeth on me, the works tha T do, ſhall 


he do, becauſe I go unto my Father. And 
whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in my name, that will 
I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 


It ye ſhall aſk any 8 in my name, I wil 
do it. 


* \ 


This 
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This reply of our Saviour is evidently meant 
to convince his diſciples of his divine nature; 
and ſurely no expreſſions can be more clear, or 
free from any metaphorical ſenſe. -It is an im- 
moveable rock for the foundation of that eſta- 
bliſhed doctrine, The Father and the Son are 
ONE God, and cannot, with any degree of pro- 
priety, be explained away. But as Mr. Lindſey 
obſerves, * Nothing is 700 hard to be got over by 
* thoſe who have once warmly eſpouſed a reli- 
gious ſyſtem, and are unwilling to relinquiſh 
* it.” —Apology, p- 138. This is a harſh ex- 
preſſion to come from one who declares his only 
aim to be, to promote that charity without 
* which a fazth that can remove mountains is no- 
* thing ;” and it is a pity this worthy gentleman 


ſhould have given ſo ſtrong a proof of the truth 


of his own obſervation. 


Again. When the malicious Jews, pervert- 
ing his words, accuſed him, John v. 18. not of 
mating himſelf equal with, but hike to God; as it 
© ouzht to be tranſlated, See Whitby on Phil. ii. 
6; and afterwards x. gg. were going to ſtone 
„him for 6{a/phemy, becauſe that he, being a 
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46 


man, made himſelf God, by which making him 


% ſelf God and [ite to God, they meant nothing 
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more than his aſſuming a divine power and 
authority without any warrant for it, as the 
context and his anſwer to them plainly ſhew: 
his defence of himſelf at both times was;—not, 
that he was God, but that he had his power and 
authority from him: v. 19. the %% can do no- 
thing of himſelf, but what he ſeeth the Father 
do; and x. 97, VI do not the works of my Fa- 
ther, belizue me not, referrlug them to the 
miraculous works which he wroughr, as a 
roof of the mallciduſnels of their accuſation, 


and of his power and authority from God.” — 


ID 8 
207 WY P- Os 


We will endeavour to clear this pointed paſ- 


e of John from this laboured explanation 


EY 


en by Mr. Lindſey. As to the propriety of 


not o tend, as it is a mere ei, for on open- 


ing a Dictionary, iu order to ſee what difference 


there is in the meaning of theſe two words, ne 


19 


explained by the 6//er Thus,“ LIKE, equal; 


EOU AL, le.?? Following, therefore, this 217:- 
9 9 9 


N proved 
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$ro07d tranſlation, the text will run thus: 
Therefore the Jews ſought the more to kill 
him, becauſe he had not only broken the ſabbath, 
but ſaid alſo that God was his Father, making 
himſelf LIKE To God ;” and more emphatically 
in their own words, © For a good work we fene 
thee not, but for þ/a/hemy, becaule thou, being a 
mc, makeſt thyſelf GOD.“ — This laſt paſſage is 
ſo clear, that there does not appear any occation 
for an explanation; but mankind, ſo fond of 
* darkening counſel by words without know- 
Jeage,” wiſh it to be underſiood, that the Jews 
could not properly expreſs their own meaning, 
and that when they ſay a man makes himſelf 
Gon, they only mean that he makes himſelf a 
prophet ! 

It cannot poſſibly be allowed, that the Jews, 
by the terms, © making himſelf Cod and like to 
* God, meant nothing more than aſſuming a di- 
vine power and authority without any warrant 


* for it,“ becauſe the context proves the con- 


trary. 
When the ALMIGHTY fent that type of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Moſes, as a temporary Saviour to the 


Children 
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Children of Iſrael in Egypt, Moſes faid, But 
behold they ell not beheve me, nor hearken unto 
my voice: for they will ſay, The Lord hath xt 
appeared unto thee. And the Lord ſaid unto 
him, What is that in thine hand? And he ſaid, 
A rod. And he ſaid, Caſt it on the ground: and 
he caſt it on the ground, and it became a ſerpent, 
and Moſes fled from before it. And the Lord 
ſaid unto Moſes, Put forth thine hand and take 
it by the tail. And he put forth his hand and 
caught it, and it became a rod in his hand. That 
they may believe that the Lord God of their fa- 
thers, the God of Abraham, the God of Ifaae, 
and the God of Jacob fath appeared to thee. 
And the Lord ſaid furthermore unto him, Put 


now thine hand into thy boſom. And he put 


his hand into his boſom ; and when he took it 
out, behold his hand was leprous as ſnow. And 
he ſaid, Put thine hand into thy boſom again. 
And he put his hand into his boſom again, and 
plucked it out of his boſom, and behold it was 
turned again as his other fleſh, And it ſhall 
come to paſs, if they will not believe thee, 


neither hearken to the voice of the firſt ſign, 
| that 
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that they will believe the voice of the latter ſign. 
And it ſhall come to pals, if they will not believe 


allo theſe two ſigns, neither hearken unto thy 
voice, that thou ſhalt take of the water of the ri- 


ver, and pour it-upon the dry land ; and the 
water which thou takeſt out of the river ſhall. be- 
come blood upon the dry land.“ 

The ſcribes and phariſees, which formed the 
chief of our Lord's opponents, and who boaſted 
of their knowledge and fulfilment of the law of 
Moſes, knew, therefore, within themſelves; from 
this paſſage in Exodus, that the performance of 
miracles was a ſufficient warrant for the autho- 
rity of a prophet; and Jeſus having juſt ew 
lus warrant, by curing the“ impotent man wao 
had been diſeaſed thirty and etght years,” they 
could not mean that he had no ſuch authority. 
for, at leaſt, he had proved himſelf a Mr/-nger 
of God. Had Jeſus only claimed the honour or 
title of being a Prophe?, they probably would 
not have refuſed him that appellation ; but he 
claimed a greater dignity, a higher priviiege 
than that of being the Menger of Jehovah: He 
ſaid that God was his FATUER ; and his mean- 

. n ing, 
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ing, as well as their's, was, undoubtedly, as it was 
expreſſed He made himſelf xquaL with 
God.” His anſiver plainly declares it: © What- 
ſoever things he [the Father} doth, theſe alfo 
doth the Son likewile : . . . . For as the Father 
raiſeth up the dead and quickeneth them, even 
ſo the Son raiſeth whom he will.” If any juſt 
inference can be drawn from theſe words of our 
Saviour, inſtead of denying the charge, he endea- 
vours, by plain ſolid argument, to prove himſelf 
God. 
The FATHER raiſeth The So raiſeth the 
the dead. dead. 
Therefore the Sox is equal in power to the 
|  FaTHER. 

The accuracy of this his favourite diſciple fur- 
ther juſlifies this concluſion. When the bre⸗ 
thren had miſinterpreted an expreſſion of their 
maſter's, relating to * this diſciple whom Jeſus 
loved,” he ſhews his readers the miſtake imme- 
diately : © Then went this ſaying abroad among 
the brethren, that that diſciple ſhould not die: 
Yet 7eſus ſuid not unto them he ſhall not die; but 
if I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to 

thee ?”? 
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thee?” If it was neceſſary to take notice of 
lo trifling an error as this, we may juſtly expect, 
that if the Jews had given a wrong meaning to 
his words in a matter of ſuch great moment, the 
evangeliſt would have added“ Yet he ſaid not 
unto them I am God, but the Son of God.” 
„The Son can do nothing of himfelf, but 
what he ſeeth the Father do... . If I do not the 
works of my Father believe me not. Para- 
phraſe: The works ſpeak for themſelves that 
they are of GOD: I could not do theſe mira- 
cles if I were only a Man, as ye ſay. I require 
you to believe that I am the Son of God, no 


* further than my works prove that they are 
„the works of Gop.” This paraphraſe will 
ſurely be allowed this recommendation, That it 
is full as natural as moſt of our opponents; and 
that the Jews underſtood it in this ſenſe, and as a 
confurmation, rather than a dental, of the charge, 
is very evident: Therefore the Jews ſought 
the more to kill him; but he eſcaped out of their 

hands.” 
If the ſimple term SoN of Gop was not 
meant to convey an idea of his Divinity, and, as 
D 2 the 
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the Jews obſerved, © making himſelf equal to 
God, by ſaying God was his Father,” what rea- 
ſon can be given for the introduction of the title 
Father into the Goſpel Diſpenſation ? Were 
not the Old Teſtament titles ſufficiently firiking? 
IEHOVAH, The ALMIGHTY, The LORD of 
HosTs, The LORD Gop of ISRAEL. Theſe 
were certainly full as expreſſive of that unity 
which our opponents contend for; yet all theſe 
glorious names are dropped, and that of FATHER 
ſubſtituted. But if the Son be not God, that is, if 
the humanity be not made divine, why a diſtinc- 
tion, as is ſo frequently the caſe, by the word 
even, when the apoſtles allude to the Divinity 1n 
particular. Thus, Paul, Now God himſelf, 
even our Father Now our Lord jeſus Chrift 
himſelf, and God, even the Father.” And James, 
« Therewith bleſs we God, even the Father.” If 
by the word Cod, they did not mean the Lord 
Jeſus, there was no neceſſity for this addition, as 
tae {imple term Cod would have conveyed their 
meaning much better, for“ God is not the author 
of confuſion.“ | 


But 
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But Mr. G. remarks, „The angel, in St. Luke, 
“ fays, he ſhall be called the Son of God;' 
Luke 1. 35» Which expreſſion ſeems to inti- 
„ mate, that the Iz ſhould be taken in a 
« qualified ſenſe; i. e. not implying an egualzty 
“ with God. '—Pref. to Elucid. p. ii. 

We ſhall take the liberty of giving a different 
reading of this, which appears full as natural: 
« He ſhall be called the Son of God ; Which ex- 
preſſion ſeems to intimate that the Title ſhould 
be taken in a graſzfed ſenſe; i. e. to render him 
more conformable to our ideas, and to imply, 
that although he poſſeſſed the Divine nature, yet 
having taken upon him the ſced of Abraham, fo 
far he was to be conſidered as the“ Man Chriſt 
Jeſus, a Mediator betwixt God and Men.” 

Here the matter is placed in a diſſerent view, 
and an enquiry naturally opens as to the tie 
SON of GOD. 

Some expoſitors are of an opinion, that the 
title here given to Chriſt is no more than {27 4- 
bite, and to be conſidered only as the ideom of 
the language, ſimilar to“ I have made thee a God 
to Pharaoh. — Ihe houſe of David {hall be as 


God, 
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God, as the angel of the Lord before them. Ve 
ſhall be the children of the Highe/e.”” And Vol- 
taire obſerves, in the diſcourſe above- cited, Son 
of God ſigniſies a good man, as Belial ſignifies 
* a bad one;” but this is certainly improper in 
the preſent caſe, becauſe it is making no differ= 
ence between him who “ is the propitiation for 
the {ins of the whole world,” and he who © lead- 
eth a godly life.“ 

Others think, that the term Son of God is 
founded entirely on his miraculous conception, 
* the Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Higheft ſhall overſhadow thee;“ 
but our Saviour's miraculous conception is evi- 
dently a ſecondary ground for this name: *There- 
fore ALSO (favs the ange!) that holy thing which 
ſhall be born of thee ſhall be called the Son of 
God.” f | 
Whilſt others contend, that Son of God, Word 
of God, God's Shelinali, and Deity itſeif are ſyno- 
nimous terms. 

The Jews had ever entertained the higheſt no- 
tions of their Meſſiah, and he is allowed by many 
of the Rabbins to have been the Het. They 

had 


— 
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Had reaſon to entertain theſe notions, for he is 
deſcribed by the prophets in the moſt dignified 
language poſſible; and the omnipotence with 
which he was promiſed to be armed, gave them 
a right to expect no other than God; Vour 
Gop ſhall come and ſave you—Behold your 
Gop—His name ſhall be called Wonderful! 
Counſellor! The Milly God The Father of 
Eternity!“ Theſe names are fully expreſſive of 
the Deity, and they expected the pomp and 
ſplendour of his appearance to correſpond with 
theſe titles. Whoever reads the hiſtory of 
theſe ſullen people, and obſerves how fond tliey 
were of having © Gods to go before them,” muſt 


allow, that theſe ideas were natural, and ſee that 


this inherent temper was made the means for ad- 
miſſion of the gentiles into the covenant. But 
was *the ſpirit a /yzng prophet in the mouth of“ 
Iſaiah, or did theſe titles really belong to the 
Meſſiah? It has before been proved (page 31, 
Vol. I.) that Iſaiah was a true prophet, and the 
titles, therefore are his due. He claimed none 
of them whilſt upon earth, conſequently they be- 
long to him before his incarnation, or ſince his 
| 9 aſcenſion, 
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aſcenſion, or both ;—before his incarnation, aces 
cording to the apoſtle's epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
He was rich, yet for our fakes he became 
poor; after his aſcenſion, as the ſame apoſtle 
tells the Philippians, © God hath highly exalted 
him, and given him a name witch is above every 
name ;*—and both, if we may judge from our 
Saviour's own expreſſions : ©* Glority thou me 
with thine own ſelf, with the glory which I had 
with thee before the world was.” 

Though born in an humble ſtation, and, as the 
Jews retorted, © the ſon of Joſeph,” yet the dig- 
nity of his miſſion, the extraordinary events 
which attended his conception, birth and pre- 
ſentation in the temple, and the apparent neceſſity 
for aſſuming ſome title ſuperior to the prophets, 
would not admit of his totally neglecting his real 
dignity, The term © He ſhall be called the Sor 
of God,” in this view ſhines brighter ; the ſenſe 
does not appear ſtrained either way; and the ob- 
ſcure paſſages of John may be rendered clearer, 
perhaps, by ſtudying them through this medium. 
Although the people © would come and take 

Jum by force to make him a king ;” though they 
« took 
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took branches from the palm: trees, and went 
forth to meet him, and cried, Hoſanna, bleſſed is 
the King of Ifrael who cometh in the name of the 
Lord;” though Peter had declared, Thou art that 
Chriſt, the Sen of the living God;” and although 
a voice from heaven, © as if it thundered, or that 
an angel ſpoke,” ſaid, * J have both glorified*” 
my name, “ and will glorify it again;“ yet their 
ideas of Jeſus remained groſs and [ſenſual ; The 
people ſtil] exclaimed, & Chriſt abideth for ever, 
and how ſayeſt thou, then, the Son of Man nuſt 
be lift up? Who is the Son of Man?“ His 
diſciples could forſake him; Peter deny him 
Philip tell him, they ſhould be ſatisfied if he 
would ſhew them the Father; and our Saviour 
declares, that hitherto they had not #nown him. 
That thoſe who were to be the witneſſes of the 
Truth, and ſpread abroad the myſteries of the 
goſpel, ſhould have their ideas raiſed from carnal 
to ſpiritual objects, no one can doubt the ne- 
ceſſity of. In this view, and gradually to unfold 
to them the myſtery of his nature, all the private 
diſcourſes of our Lord to his diſciples ſeem calcu- 
lated; and in this light only can thoſe paſſages 
'VOL. II. E of 
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28 
of John be taken which are the ſource of ſuch 
endleſs diſputes. The apoſtles, like the world in 
general at that time, were quite carnal with re- 
ſpect to their opinion of a Meſſiah; even after his 
: miraculous reſurrection, they © truſted it had been 
he that ſhould have redeemed Iſrael,” according 
to their worldly notions, till © he opened their 
underſtanding that they might underſtand the 
ſcriptures.” 
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But however commentators may xo interpret 
the title Son of God, it is clear the Jews under- 
ſtood it literally, and that if he was the Son of 
God, he muſt be God: He ſaid that God 
was his Father, making himſelf lie to God.“ 

The angel ſays, indeed, He ſhall be called the 
Son of God ;” but by whom was he honoured 
with this title during his abode upon earth? Not 
by his diſciples, for he © charged them that they 
ſhould tell no man.” Not by the Jewiſh nation, 
to whom he came, for they deſired to ſlone him 
for blaſphemy in aſſuming it. By whom, then, 
was he dignified with his proper title? By the 
voice of the ETERNAL FATHER, who ſpoke 
from heaven, This is my beloved Son, in whom 

| I am 
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1 am well: pleaſed.— This is my beloved Son, 
hear ye him.“ If, then, the ALMIGHTY ſpoke 
it, we may ſafely conclude, that“ truly this Man 
was the Son of Gor ;—as a Mediator between 
God and men, the Man Chrift Jeſus,” and God 
* a8 a Son over his own houſe.” 

But if the word callad annul the Divinity of 
CnR1sT, the ſame may be ſaid of the LoRD of 
Hos rs, for the prophet ſays, * The God of the 
whole earth ſhall he be ca/led;” and are we to 
inter from this, that he is zt the God of the 
Whole earth? 

The titie SON of GoD may, therefore, be 
* taken in a qualified ſenſe,” with great pro- 
pricty; and ſtil be confidered as“ a glorious and 
* potted lille, ſufficiently diſtinguiſhing him 
* from all” created * beings.” El ucid. p. 48. 
nole*. 

But, it is added, He, (may his name be for 
« ever honoured) who in unparallelled humility, 


refuſed the appellation of Good, could never 
ce 


mean to equal himſelf with the One great 
Source of All Goodneſs, as he declares God to 
be. Lid. p. 41. notch. 
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he paſſage here alluded to is thus: And a 


certain ruler aſked him, ſaying, Good Maſter, 
what ſhall I do to inherit eternal life? And je- 
ſus ſaid unto him, Why calleſt thou me good ? 
None is good ſave one, that is God. Thou 
knoweſt the commandments, Do- not commit 
adultery. Do not kill. Do not ſteal. Do not 
bear falſe witneſs. Honour thy father and thy 
mother. And he ſaid, All theſe have I kept from 
my youth up. Now when Jeſus heard theſe 
things, he ſaid unto him, Yet: lackeſt thou one 
thing: Sell all that thou haſt and diſtribute unto 
the poor, and thou ſhalt bave treaſure in heaven, 
and come, follow me. And when he heard this 
he was very ſorrowful, for he was very rich. And 
when Jeſus ſaw that he was very ſorrowful, he 
ſaid, How hardly ſhall they that have riches enter 
into the kingdom of God !” 

It is certainly a curious inference which Mr. 
G. draws, that becauſe Jeſus aſked why he called 
him Good, he refuſed the appellation. With the 
ſame propriety it might be ſaid, that he refuſed 
the title Lord, becauſe he ſays, Why call ye me 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I fay ;" 

yet 
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yet he tells his diſciples, © Ye call me Maſter and 
Lord, and ye ſay well; for ſo 1 am.” + 

The epithet good was applied here in a manner 
exactly ſimilar with that which our Saviour con- 
demns, when he ſays, Why call ye me Lord? *A 
certain ruler,” full of the pharifaical doctrine of 
Self- righteouſneſs, thought himſelf ſure of the 
kingdom of God by is own works. Of the 
principal commandments he boaſted, * All theſe 
have I kept from my youth uf. -A bold and 


preſumptuous declaration, for, Who can tell 


how oft he offendeth ?**—He, no doubt, thought 


himſelf completely perfect, even more ſo, perhaps, 
than the perſon he was going to addreſs on this 
ſubject. His intention appears to have been 
more to diſplay his own rigliteouſsneſs, than to 
follow the directions of Chriſt; he came, there- 
ſore, with the 4ypocrizcal whine of Good Majier, 
without the leaſt ſincerity in the expreſſion. But 
Jeſus, who knew the inmoſt receſſes of his heart, 
gave him a repulſe at the firit attack, and then 
told him, notwithſtanding his boaſted perfections, 
how hardly he ſhould enter into the kingdom of 


God, 
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{ Oar Saviour declared, © Thou ſhalt worltify 
the Lord thy Gop, and him only ſhalt thou 
ferve;” conſequently his ſuffering himſelf to be 
worſhipped (as our ninth; propoſition proves 
he did) is a ſufficient acknowledgment that he is 
that only GoD. 7 

The authority with which our Saviour wake, 
and the manner in which he per ormed his mira- 
cles, likewiſe ſufficiently evince, that he was a 
Firſt, or Supreme, and not a Second, or Dele- 


gated Power, for even where he condeſcended to 
make uſe of means, as in * ariointing the blind 
man's eyes with clay and ſpittle,“ the external 
applications were fo extremely ſimple, as teſtified 
they were intended as trials of the patient's faith, 
rather than as poſſeſſing any medical virtues in 
chemſelves. and in general the language of this 
Great Phy Hcian was ſo very different from that 
of a e apoſtle, or any Meitenger of Jeho- 
van whatever, as clearly to prove, that it was the 
GOD of ISRAEL alone who literally fulfilled his 
own aflertion, “ I am JIEHOVA that healeth 
thee: '—Wihen the poor leper exclaimed, Lord, 
il thou 22, thou canft make me clean; Jeſus put 
5 forth 
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fofth his hand and touched him, ſaying, I w2ll; be 
thou clean.” When the centurion, whoſe ſervant 
was ſick of the palſy, deſired him to © ſpeak the 
word only, and my ſervant ſhall be healed, .. . Je- 
ſus ſaid, . . . . Go thy way, and as thou haſt be- 
heved, /o be 2t done unto thee.” When Peter's 
motaer-in-law *laid lick of a fever, he touched her. 
hand, and the fever left her.” When ©the devils 
beſought him, ſaying, If thou caſt us out, /ufer 
us to go into the herd of ſwine ; he ſaid unto 
them, Go, and they went into the herd of. ſwine."* 
And when “ the ruler of the ſynagogue worſhip- 
ped him, faying, My daughter 1s even now dead; 
but come and lay thy hand upon her, and ſhe 
ſhall live ; . . . Jeſus took the damſel by the hand, 
and ſaid, Damſcl, ariſe ! And ſtraightway tie 
damſel aroſe and walked.” f 

In theſe inſtances, he did not“ fland, and call 
on the name of the LoRD his Gop, and ſtrike 
his hand over the place, and /o recover the 
leper.” He did not ſay, * Waſh in Jordan ſeven 
times.“ He did not exclaim to the centurion, 
** Thus faith the LorD, the God of David thy: 
father, I have heard thy prayer, I have ſeen thy 
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tears; behold, I will add unto thy days.” —He 


did not * ſtretch himſelf upon the child three 
times, and cry unto the LoRD, O Logp my 
Gop, I pray thee let this child's ſoul come unto 
him again.” Nor did he © ſhut the door upon 
them twain, and pray unto the LORD, . and lay 
upon the child, and put his mouth upon her 
mouth, and his eves upon her eyes, and his hands 
upon her hands.” 


He called upon no GoD 
for aſſiſtance, becauſe, © the FATHER that dwelt 
in him, HE did the works. —The Father had not 
kit him alone,” conſequently there was no other 
God to invoke; and thus the language and power 
ef our Redeemer are full proof, that © The 
Lox, he is the God; the LoRD, he is the God.” 

Again. After the death of Lazarus, when 
« Martha ſaid unto Jeſus, Lord, if thou hadſt 
been here, my brother had not died; but I know 
that even now, whatſoever thou ſhalt aſk of God, 
God will give it thee : Jeſus ſaith unto her, Thy 
brother ſhall riſe again, Martha anſwered, I 
know that he ſhall riſe again in the reſurrection 
at the laſt day.” Upon which Jeſus rephed, © I 
am the Reſarredon and the Life: He that be- 
lieveth 


* ANSWERED. 25 


heveth in ME, though he were dead, yet ſhall he 
ide; and whoſoever /zveth and believeth in me, 


{hall never die! Believeſt thou this? .. . Then. 


they took away the ſtone from the place where 


the dead was laid, and Jeſus, . . cried with a loud 


vaice, LAZARUS COME FORTH! . And he that 


was dead came forth !'” | 

It alſo appears, from the queſtion which the 
diſctples aſked our Saviour, Maſter, who did 
fin, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind ?” that it was an opinion of the Jews, that 


many of the infirmities of the body, and particu- 


_ larly thoſe deemed incurable, were judgments 
of God ſent upon mankind, either for their own 
fins or thoſe of their parents, conſequently the 
forgiving of ſuch ſins as cauſed the infirmitics, 
or healing ſuch infirmities as were the conſe- 
quence of ſins, telonged to God alone. And al- 
though our Saviour rectified the error of his 
diſciples as to that blind man, yet he ſeems to 
have favoured the general opinion on another. 
occaſion, and to have made uſe of that in order 
to have convinced the Jews, had they been ca- 
pale of conviction, that he was © the LORD 
' VOL, II. F whom 
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whom they ſought ſor; even the meſſenger of 
the covenant whom they preiended to delight 
in ;” for when © he ſaid unto the ſick of the 
palſy, Son, be of good cheer, thy fins be forgiven 
thee, , . . the ſcribes ſaid within themſelves, This 
man blaſphemeth;” then Jeſus ſaid, © Whether 
is eaſier to ſay, Thy ſins be forgiven thee? or to 
ſay, Ariſe and walk? But, that ye may know 
that the Son of Man hath power on earth tq 
forgive ſins, Ariſe (faith he to the ſick man) tale 
up thy bed and go unto thine houſe. And he des 
parted and went unto his houſe,” _ 

Thus we find, that Jeſus Chriſt had power, 
not as a prophet, ſaying, © Thus ſaith the Lord,” 
tut © IN HIMSELF,” to make an infirm ſinner 
% every whit whole,” both as to body and ſoul, 
And if the whole of the miracles juft recorded be 
attentively conſidered, they will be found ſtrictly 
to correſpond with that declaration of the Al- 
mighty, Behold now, for I, even I am he, and 
there is no God with me. I kill, and I make 
alive; I wound and I heal: neither is there any 
that can deliver out of my hand, for lift up 
mine hand to heaven, and ſay, I live for ever.” 
The 
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The firſt objection, therefore, againſt our Sa- 
Viour's divinity, appears to be a mere evafion, a 
cavil about words, and the vtmoſt that can be 
inferred, is, That although Jefus acknowledged 
himſelf in the manner we have defcrtbed, as be- 
ing God; yet he never declared, poſitively, as 
was done to the patriarchs, I am the Al- 
MIGHTY Gon.” If this were true, it is no 
proof againſt his Divinity, for it is not probable 
that he would publicly have declared himſelf the 
Mc/hah, i the high-prieft had not demanded it 
in that ſolemn manner, © F adjure thee by the 
living God, that thou tell us, Whether thou be 


the Chriſt, the Son of God?” And we will en- 


deavour to fuſtify his conduct herein. 

When che Saviour of mankind came into the 
world, his reſidence therein was for an appointed 
time, in order to tuifil a great number of pro- 
phecies reſpetting himſelf, which had been ac- 
cum. lating from the creation of the world. Al- 
though his birth was attended with a variety of 
miracelous circumſtances, and in his diſcourſes, 
he ſpake as man er ſpake,” yet the humble 
ſtation he had cholen in the world, fo: totally 
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different from their notions, exaſperated. the 


Jews to ſuch a degree, that they rejecled him as- 
their Meſſiah, and ſought to kill him. They. 
expected the MicuTy Go, but could /e only. 


the ſon of a carpenter. 


From the time that Chriſt began to preach 
till the hour when Judas conſented to betray - 


him, the Jews were watching every opportunity, 
and catching at every expreſſion, in order to 
find a plauſible excuſe for putting him to death. 
Jeſus knowing the thoughts of their hearts, and 
that they ſought his deſtruction, was guarded in 


his expreſſions till the neceſſary prophecies were 
accompliſhed, not declaring himſelf the Meſſiah, 


except to thoſe to whom it was given to receive 
him. Immediately on his making a public de- 


claration of his Meſſiahſhip in the palace of 


Caiaphas, and deſcribing his future glory,“ the 
high-prieſt rent his. cloaths, ſaying, He hath 
ſpoken 6/;/phemy, what further need we of wit- 
neſſes? behold, now ye have heard his blaſ- 
phemy, What think you? They anſwered and. 
ſaid, He is guilty of death. Then did they ſpit 
in his face, and buffeted him, and others ſmote 
him 
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him with the palms of their hands.“ What 


then, muſt have been the conſequence, if he had 
ſaid, I am the ALMICHTYW Gop?” They 
would have killed him upon the ſpot, ſo that the 
remainder of the prophecies could not have 
been fulfilled: He would not have been prerced 
upon the cro/s, and Pilate would not have de- 
livered that ful declaration of his innocence, at 
the time he delivered him up to the emaged 


multitude: And Pilate, when he had called 


together the chief prieſts and the rulers, and the 
people, ſaid unto them, Ye have brought this 
man unto me, as one that perverteth the peo- 
ple; and behold, I having examined kun before 
you, have found no fault in this man, touching 
thole things whereof ye accuſe him; no, nor 
yet Herod; for I ſent you to him, and 'o, 
NOTHING WORTHY OF DEATH 15 done unto 
bim.“ 

His works were equally ſufficient to prove 
him God as the Meſſiah, (ſee the ſirſt part, Vol. I. 
page 31) and were more evident to a poor peni- 
tent ſinner, than to the learned and boaſting 
ſeribes and phariſees; © Herein is a marvellous 
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thing (faid this once blind man) that ye know 
not whence he is, and yet he hath opened my 
eyes! But the inveteracy of the Jews was ſo 
great, that they could not ſee the evidence, and 
not only natural, but alfo f-pernatural means 
were had recourſe to, in order to prevent them 
* murdering the Juſt one,” before the hour was 
come that he {ſhould he © ed up; for it ſeems 
that Jefvs twice rendered himſelf inviſible to 
eſcape their fury. And all they in the ſyna- 
go7'.e (at Nayareth) when they heard theſe 
things, were filled with wrath, and roſe up, and 
thraft him ont of the city, and led him to the 
brow of the hill on which the city, was built, 
that thev might caſt him dow! headlong. But 
he, paſſing through the midſt of them, went his 
wav. And Ferufatem, © Then took they up 
ſtone: +0 aſt at him, but Jeſus hid himſelf, and 
went out of the temple, going through the miaſt 
of them, and ſo palſed by.“ 

Therefore, as it was neceſſary that the power 
of Satan ſhould be reſtrained till the appointed 
time cane for“ the rince of this world to be 
caſt. cut; and as every prophecy reſpecting 

—— 
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dre promiſed ſeed. muſt be fulfilled, our Saviour 
was JUSTIFIED in not making that formal de- 
claration of his Divinity. His works and the 
prophecies are ſufficient for the purpoſe, and * if 
they believe not Moſes and the prophets, neither 
will they be perſuaded though one roſe from the 
dead.” | | 
But is it a fact, that our Lord never acknow- 
ledged, plainly, that he was the God of Heaven, 
the GREAT JEUOVAH? I and my Father 
are one—Philip ſaith unto him, Lord, ſhew us 
the Father and it ſufficeth us. Jeſus ſaith unto 
him, Have I been fo long time with you, and yet 
haſt thou not known me, Philip? He that hath 


ſeen ME, hath ſeen the FATHER, and how ſayeſt 
thou, then, Sher us the Father?“ Surely theſe 


expreſſions are as plain and peremptory as it is 
poſlible ! 

It is alſo ſaid, that Paul never gave him thats 
title. Is this true? When that chofen ſervant 


of the Lord, who declares © God is not the au- 
thor of confuſion,” ſpeaks ſometimes of © God 
our Saviour,” and at others of © the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift our Saviour,” does he not always meaty 

the 
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the /ame Saviour? or are there to Saviours Þ 
When he declares '* the manifeſtation of the 
word through preaching is committed to him ac- 
cording to the command of God our Saviour,“ 
and when he ſays, © I thank Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, for that HE counted me faithful, putting 
me into the miniſtry ;” does he not allude to the 
fame God and Saviour — Chriſt in both 
places? 

Allowing, however, that Paul never gave him 
chat title, does this prove a 3 to his 
Divinity? | 

Paul never calls the Saviour GoD ;—therefore 
ke 1s not God. ; 

By the ſame Rule, | | 
James never calls him MAN ;—herefore he 
is not Man. 

Will this be allowed as ſound logic? The 
following appears more to the purpoſe: 

Iſaiah was a true prophet of the moſt high 
God: Iſaiah declares the Meſſiah to be GOD: 
therefore he is God. 

John was the moſt intimate friend and fa- 
vouriie of all che diſciples of Chriſt, and had the 

| knowledge 
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knowledge of the Moſt High revealed to him in 
a peculiar manner : John calls' the 'Saviour 
Gov, and the rn Ph. he is God 
and the Almighty. 
When M. Voltaire, Mr. Lindſey, ta the 
concealed author of the Elucidations, employ the 
talents with which they are entruſted to the plain 
and ſimple inveſligation of Truth, they appear 
with luſtre, and prove themſelves the friends of 


Chriſtian liberty; but when they deſcend to ſuch 


evaſive and weak reaſoning, it gives room to ſuſ- 
pect the goodneſs of the cauſe which they 
endeavour to defend, and proves the ſyſtem they 
contend for to be “like a houſe built upon the 
ſand; And the rain deſcended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
houſe, and it fell, and great was the fall thereof.“ 
OBJECTION II. 
Jeſus Chriſt not only never required Prayer to 
be addreſſed to him, but abſolutely forbad it. 

When Jeſus Chriſt ſays, * Ye ſhall at me no- 
thing;” when he declares © God alone is to be 
worſhipped ;” and when Paul direfts us © to 
give thanks always to God and the Father ;*— 
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theſe are to be conſidered as ſubſtantial evidence > 
But when Stephen prays to Jeſus: Chriſt; when 
Luke informs us, that all the apoſtles together 
worſhipped him; and when John declares that 
i ten thouſand times ten thouſand, and thouſands 
of thouſands,” nay, © every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 
and ſuch as are in the ſea, and all that are in 
them, give bleſſing and honour, and glory and 
powerunto the Lamb for ever and ever — THESE 
are to be deemed xo PRO OF mere interpola- 
tions, miſtranſlations or metaphors! Ve learned 
ſcribes and commentators ! Diſputers on accents 
and points! when will ye ceaſe to ſtrain at a 
gnat,” while at the ſame time © ye {wallow a 
camel?“ | 
It is obſerved by Mr. G. that Chriſt, © ever 
* attentive to the great author of his miſſion, in 
* the ęſpecial Prayer that he compoſed for his 
* diſciples, he teaches them to addrefs them- 
ſelves to God only : Our Father which art in 
heaven,” &c. Now were there the leaſt neceſ- 
ſity to Pray to any other Being what/oever, or 
to adore any other, he certainly would not have 
* muſled 
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s miſled his diſciples and the world, by neglect- 
ing on that important occaſion, to inſert in his 
form of Prayer, what would ever be abſolutely 


neceſſary to true Religion, and conducive 


© to the happineſs of his followers.” —Elucid. 


4 


P; 39. 

That we are to addreſs ourſelves to God only, 
is an undoubted fact; yet it the concluſion which 
Mr. G. draws from hence were true, we ought 
not to uſe any other form of prayer whatever. 
But although it is with ſingular propriety that 
theſe words are introduced into the Eſtabliſhed 
and other Liturgies, nevertheleſs it can by no 
means be ſuppoſed that Chriſt intended to tye 
dowu the diſciple, who deſired to be inſtructed 


how to pray, to theſe preſcript words, than he did 


the leventy, when he ſent them to preach and 
ſay, The kingdom of God 1s come nigh unto 
you.” As one is a kind of text to preach from, 


ſo is the other to pray by. It is delivered as a 


pattern, not a ſet form: After this manner 
pray ye,” io this purpoſe ; and herein he teaches 
a, compendzum of luch things as it is proper to 
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* 


nevolent and affectionate Father ; and this pa- 
ternal character gives us the moſt intelligible 
ideas we can poſſibly form of his diſpoſition to- 
wards his creatures: All the amiable qualities 
which we admire in a virtuous earthly parent, 
we are taught to aſcribe to God in an infinite de- 
gree—GOoD: is our FATHER, and God is 
Love.” But as this pattern of prayer does not 
e::cludeus from addrefling God by any other of his 
a\l-glorious titles, nor in any other form of 
words, neither 1s. it any proof, whatever, that 
prayer is not to be addreſſed to Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſince we have the example of the firſt chriſtian 
martyr for it, and are fully perſuaded that 
CRIST is Gop. And it ſhould always be re- 
membered, that although we do not pretend to 
deſcribe the exact manner, or preciſe union of 
the Father and the Son (any more than how the 
ſoul is united to the body) yet we always direct 
our addreſſes as to one God only, whether we call 
him FATHER, ALMIGHTY, JEHO VAR, 
CuRIsST, or Lo Rp, conſequently do not re- 
bel againſt that command of our Saviour. Thus, 
the elders and ſaints clearly worſhip one God only, 
although 
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although they are deſcribed as falling down be- 


fore the Lamb,” and as © falling down before 


him that ſat upon the throne;” as © ſaying Bleſſ- 
ing, and honour, and glory and power be unto 
him that ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb, for ever and ever; for it is ſaid, © they 
fall down and worſhip H1M that liveth for ever 
and ever.” 

But, ſays Mr. Lindſey, © The aſcribing glory 
* and honour to Chriſt, does in no degree imply 
* him to be God, or authorize the worſhip of 


* lim, or prayer to him. It is no more than a 


* declaration of reverence of him, and high 
* eſteem of his moſt perfect moral character and 
* goodneſs.” — Apol. p. 145. Query, Whether 
if the words and the Lamb had been omitted, this 
gentleman would not have conſidered this paſ- 


ſage as Supreme Adoration, and a FULL PROOF 
againſt Chriſt's divinity? - And it ſhould be ob- 


ſerved, that no more worſhip is paid to him that 
ſat upon the throne than to the Lamb, conſe- 
quently, if this be only a declaration of eſteem 


for CHRIST's moral charader, it is but the fame 
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in reſpect to Gop !—What, then, ic Supreme 

Adoration ? | 
Perhaps, however, there is not a paſſage in the 
whole ſacred writings, ſo generally miſunderſtood 
as that in Revelations, relating to one ſeated on 
a throne, and a lamb, as if it had been ſlain, ſtand- 
ing before the throne. Thoſe who belicve in the 
divinity of our Saviour, as well as thoie who deny 
it, leem equally to have conſidered it as two 
diſtinct beings, as if it were a ing and his Mini- 
ſter. This is evidently erronequs. Had God been | 
reprelented on the throne of heaven as the 
Primar), Originating Cauſe of all things only, 
mankind would have neglected to have looked 
upon im allo as their Saviour, and have {orgot- 
ten that te aſſumed the Humanity. that he might 
he the author of ſalvation to all them that believe 
in tim. And had he been repreſented only as 
that being, who, after he had ſuffered death in 
this world, was exalted to that high ſtation in 
heaven, our ideas of his divinity would have 
been abſorbed in thoſe of his humanity, and thus 
we ſnould have loſt fight of that eflential Truth, 
that God, or tie Divinity, g/orzzed the Humanity 
which 
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which he aſſumed, and thereby rendered himſelf 
approachable to his creatures. It is clear, there- 
fore, that by the Lamb is meant the Humanity 
of the Lord, and by the Lamb being worſhipped, 
it is plain that the Humanity was made Divine, 
for nothing can be an object of Adoration which 
is not divine. And as our Lord ſays, © I am the 
way, the truth and the life; no man cometh un- 
to the Father, but by me,” nothing can be more 
evident, than that the Divinity is to be approached” 
only through the Humanity, 1. e. God is to be 
worſhipped as a Divine-Human being.—The Sa- 
viour declares all thoſe to be thieves and rob- 
bers who approach the Deity by any other 
means: *.Verily, verily I fay unto you, He 
that entereth not by the door into the ſheep-fold, 
but climbeth up ſome other way, the ſame is a 
thief and a robber. . . . Verily, verily I fay unto 
you, I am the door of the ſheep... . I am the 


door, by me if any man ſhall enter in, he ſhall be 
ſaved.” | | | 


With regard to Stephen praying, Mr. Lindſey 
ovlerves, * Thus they ſtoned Stephen who was calle 
ing on (invoking) and ſaying, Lord Jeſus, re- 
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*  cexve my ſpirit. It cannot be doubted but that 
Stephen addreſſed this requeſt to the Lord 
* Jeſus. But then this can be no precedent for 
* directing prayer to him u7/cen, or addreſſing 
* him'as God, whom the bleſſed martyr declares 
* he ſaw with his eyes, and calls him, v. 56. * the 
Son of man ſtanding on the Tight hand of God, 
calls him the Son of Man in that his higheſt 
<* ſtate of exaltation. Son of man, and God moſt 
* high: what a ſpace between!'—Apol. p. 149. 
Stephen, then, according to this, was 5e, 
in praying to a vi/ible Jeſus; but if Paul had ſeen 
the heavens opened, and Stephen ſtanding at the 
ſide of, or before, the throne, would that have 
been a ſufficient reaſon for praying to Stephen? 
Certainly not. Peter, James and John /aw 
Moſes and Elias, and John /aw the four and 
twenty elders round about the throne, but would 
theſe apoſtles have been juſtified in praying to 
any of thoſe, becauſe they ſaw them with their 
eyes? To be ſure not! And Dr. Jebb was un- 
doubtedly right, if Chriſt be not Gop, prayers 
may with the ſame propriety be addreſſed to any 
of the apoſtles as to him,—Stephen being the 
| firſt 
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firſt martyr, the heavens were opened to ſhew 


him the glory that was prepared for him, and to 


encourage him, and the primitive believers,” to 


defend the goſpel, for their Saviour ſtood- 


ready to receive them into heaven. Stephen, 
therefore, called upon (or invokes) Jeſus, not 
merely becauſe he ſaw him; but as one able to 
grant his prayer—to receive his ſpirit into 
glory, and to forgive his murderers. Surely, 
then, he prayed to him as Gop! 
The learned apologiſt clearly miſtakes, when, 
ſpeaking of the worſhip paid to Chriſt in heaven, 
he ſays, © The reaſon, alſo, which is aſſigned 
„for this worſhip being paid him, ſhews he 
cannot be God, or the 0je&t of divine wor- 
* ſhip, viz. v. 12. his being te Lamb flain, and 


therefore worthy, i. e. ſpotleſs innocence, per- 


fett virtue and goodneſs, tried and confirmed 
* by ſufferings.” —Apol. p. 145. The reaſon of 
his being worſhipped as the Lamb is deſcribed in 
the gth verſe, © Thou waſt ſlain, and HAST RE- 
DEEMED US TO GOD BY THY-BLOOD, OUT 
OF EVERY KINDRED AND TONGUE AND 
PEOPLE AND NATION.” And is not this a 
. 11 _ 7: 


ow — * % 
_— 
ECP * . . , - 
n Ne 1 — 3 * 
4 - 4 8 A — * n rain 1 a for — 
8 =, A . — Ms” 7 — e 2 "I > * 
— —_ x ; P 


52 6 10e 


fuſficient regen why we ought id worſhip hie 
upon earth? God is jealous: If, therefore, 
Chriſt is ſupremely adoxed in heaven, it is be- 
cauſe he is the proper objeſt of ſupreme adora: 
tion: If ſa in heaven, he muſt he {a an earth, 
and if hereafter we are ta praiſe him for having 
redeemed us, it is our duty naw to pray to him 
for redemption.  * We are a// verily guilty,” 
and is not a criminal, confeſſing his guilt, equally 
juſtified in imploring his Judge for mercy, as in 
expreſſing his gratitude after he hath abtained 
that mercy? Chriſt, then, being our Eternal 
Judge, as we ſhall he juſtified in giving praiſe ta 
him in heaven for having redeemed us by his 
blood, ſo are we bound ta pray to him whilſt 
upon earth, 

But the W argument in * of this 
objeftian ſeems ta be, that Chriſt forbad prayer. 
This appears to ariſe from miſtaking the ſenſe 
af the following paſſage; * In that day 11 mall 
alk me nothing.” 

There is a conciſe method of getting over 
theſe difficult paſſages, which many avail them- 
Elves of,viz. a za/tranſlation, or totally expunging 
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it gut of ihe original; fo that if every partizan 
franſlates according to his own ſyſtem, and ex. 
puniges every paſſage which cannot be wreſted to 
his on patpoſe, the Bible will in time be 18. 
duced to the ſize of the Pfalter, or be ke tlie 
coat of an old beggar often ſeen in London, full 
of patches, but not a ſquare inch of the original, 
The poor and illiterate cannot judge of the truth 
or propriety of fuch objections, therefore, let 
us rati:*r Endeavour to ſhew them how to res 
one theſe difficulties, in a manner Whiek 
the Tray comprehend. 

Perhaps the diſadvantage of having the ſacret 
writings divided into verſes, is in no part more 
eonſpicuous than in this inſtanee; for by this 
means 2 diviſion is frequently made in the midſt 
of a ſentente, whereby the words are liable to a 
diſterent eonſtruction, and thereby give birth t6 
erroneous opinions. With all due fubmiſſion' to 
higher authorhiee, we wonkb put the puffage 
thus: © Ye row, therefore; have fofrow 3 buf 
I will fee you again, and your heart ſhall rejoice; 
and wy ho mun taketly ffom yor and i 

us that 
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that day (i. e. when 1 ſhall ſee yau e ye 
ſhall aſk me nothing. | 

. The general ſcope of this chapter is to prepare 
we diſciples for his departure, and to comfort 
them againſt the tribulations which they had to 
go through. For this purpoſe he promiſes to 
ſend them the Holy Comforter to guide them to 
all truth, and holds out a reward for their labour, 
viz. That he would ſee them again, and hen they 
ſhould have an unſpeakable joy—a joy that no 
man could take away from them, and im that day 
they ſhould have no occaſion to aſk him any 
thing, for their happineſs would be fo great that 
they ſhould want nothing ; or his benevolence 
ſo boundleſs, that he would beſtow every thing 
upon them w/out aſking. 

The time alluded to, that day, cannot mean 
after his reſurrection only; becauſe, 1ſt. Their 
joy was at that time imperfett, for © they were 
terrified and affrighted ;” and Peter was grieved 
becauſe he ſaid unto him the third time, Loveſt 
thou me?” 2d. They did aſk at that time what 
he thought not proper to give, reſpe&iing the 
reſtoration of Iſrael; and 3d. It was not to be 

till 
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till after the exaltation of his humanity into hea- 


ven, and he ſaid, after his reſurrection, I an 


not yet aſcended unto my Father.” Is it not moſt 
probable, therefore, that the time here alluded 


to reſpetls their reward of eternal happineſs, 


when they ſhould not only fee, but be with him, 
in joy unſpeakable and full of glory?” 

That this expreſſion cannot be intended as a 
prohibition from addreſſing prayer to him, will 
further appear from conſidering what Mr. Lind- 
ſey allows, viz. that they had recourſe to him 
in all their wants and diſtreſſes, whilſt he was 
* with them (we may add {pirizual as well as 
* temporal) Lord, ſave us, we periſh; Lord in- 
creaſe our faith. Apol. p. 195. As they 
had received ſuccour from him whilſt he was 
with them, and he tells them his power was go— 
ing to be increuſed rather than decreaſed, there 
was a greater aſſurance that he would grant their 


petitions, though 2nv2/eble, as — as when he 


was with them. 
By placing two tho of John in oppoſt- 
tion, there will appear a very great impropriety 
in 
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in taking this expreſſion in the manner Mr. 
Lindſey hath, vis. 46 a tommand not to pray to 
Chriſt, | OE 
He that delieveth j Iwill ſee you again, 
on me, the works that | and your heart fhall re. 
I do ſhall he do atfs ; | joice, and your joy no 
and greater works than man taketh from you, 
theſe, becauſe I go to 
my Father. | 
And whatfoeverye | And in that day ye 
ſhall afk in my name, | ſhall afk me mothing,” 
that will I ds, that the 
Father may be glorified | 
m1 the Son. | 

If ye ſhall aſk any | © Verily verily I fay 
thing in my name, J urito you, Whatſoever 

e do it.” ye ſhnlt afke the Father 

TE | in my name, he wilt 
gie it you. 
| „ Hitherts ye have 
| aſked nothing in my 
name, alk, an& ye ffrall 
e. that your joy! 
may be full.” 
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Here it would appear is a maniſeſt eontradic- 
tion Ask and I will de it—afk me nothing 
Aſk the Father and He will do it, —unleſs we 
conſider the circumſtancas at the time it was 
mentioned. The firſt is very plain, Whatſoever 
we aſk of CyR1sT faithfully, HE will grant, 
which is certainly a command for praying to 
him. The other part is equally clear, beginning 
at the word Voerily. The obvious meaning of the 
two paſſages jointly will then he this; Our Lord 
informed his diſciples that he was going away in 
order to prepare a place for them; on which ac- 
count he would ſend them the Spirit of Truth, 
and enable them te perform miracles, even 
greater than they had ſeen done by him; that 
although he was going to depart from them, yet 
if they prayed to him for any thing, he would 
grant it; and that if they aſked any thing of the 
Father, it muft be in his name, and the Father 
would do it through him, for (ſays he) the Fa- 
ther himſelf loveth you, hecauſe ye have loved 
ane, and have helieved that I came out from 
God.“ Hence does it not follow, that our Savi- 
our's expreſſion, And in that day ye thall aik 


me 
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me nothing,” clearly denotes the necomplifhment 
of that joy which he had promiſed them, and is 
not intended as a:commind for chriſtians not e 
offer up prayers to him? | 

Again. In the Form of Prayer which Jeſus 
delivered, he direfts us to addreſs ourſelves to 

God, © Our Father;” yet he tells his diſciples 
that if they aſk im any thing, He will grant it. 
Is not this a confirmation of that paſſage, © I and 
my Father are One?” Conſequently, do we not 
addreſs ourſelves to the Redeemer, when we re- 
peat that prayer according to his command ?— 
And is not this further evident from the con- 
fideration, that in this pattern of a prayer, no 
mention is made of Chriſt as a Mediator, al- 
though in the paſſage of John before quoted we 
are particularly told, that if we aſk the Father, * 
muſt be in the name of the Son? 

And here, indeed, a matter of the higheſt im- 
portance preſents itſelf for conſideration, concern- 
ing this expreſſion of our Lord,“ Aſk in my 
name;” but which the limits of this publication 


will not admit of being here fully inveſtigated. 


It is much to be feared, that what our Lord ſaid 
to 
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to his difciples, may, with the ſtricteſt propriety, 
he applied to the generality of thoſe who call 
themſelves chriſtians at this day: Hitherts 
Je have aſked nothing in my name.“ | 
'. Profeſſors of chriſtianity, whom one would 
ſuppoſe the moſt enlightened part of menkind, 
ſeem to have entertained ſtrange notions con- 
cerning the Deity. They have repreſented to 
themſelves a Being ſeated on a throne, and lite- 
rally “ ruling with a rod of iron,” ſo inveterate 
againſt mankind, that he hath predeſtinated the 
greateſt part of them to Eternal Damnation; and 


that his wrath againft the remainder, could only 


be appeaſed by hurling the weight of puniſhment 
due to them upon #rs own Son, who came into 
this world for that purpoſe. Thus have they 
imagined tro Gods in their hearts, though they 
Have confeſſed one only with their lips, ſuppoſing 
a Father ready to dart his thunder of deſtruction 
upon the whole human race, had not the Son 


himſelf received the vengeance due to his elect, 


and thereby ſaved them; and that the Son is 
continually pleading the erits of his blood for 
ſuch as he appoints for ſalvation. O our GoD 

VOL. II. 1 and 
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and Saviour! thou who art Love itfelf, mer. 
ciful, gracious, long-ſuffering, abundant in good» 
nels and truth, keeping mercy for thouſands, 
forgiving iniquity and ſins;“ how have we 
* robbed Thee—polluted Thy name—and Swen en 
Thy glory unto another!” — _* -  * 
Yet ſuch, alas! is the preſent ſtate of the 
church upon earth ; and even thoſe who deny 
the Divinity of our Redeemer, have polleſſed 
this notion of Redemption, praying to God the 
Father, that he will have mercy upon us, for the 
ſake, and through the merits, of his Son, —The 
milinterpretation of the paſſage now under con- 
Nideration, © Aſk in my name,” ſeems to have 
given riſe to this mode of prayer ; but it will be 
found, upon reflection, to have a different mean- 
ing. Though the fins of mankind were the cane 
of our Lord's ſufferings, and although * by hzs 
ſtripes we are healed ;” yet Redemption does not 
conſiſt in his righteouſneſs being zmputed to us; 
— but this ſubject mult be referred for a future 


diſcuſſion, being of too great extent for this 
volume, 
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Ik we attend to the ſacred writings, we ſhall ' 
find, that Gop generally gave himſelf. a new 
name agreeable to his manifeſtation, as when he 
ſays to Moſes, © I am:JeHovan. And I ap- 


peared unto Abraham, unto Iſaac, and unto Ja- 
cob, by the name of God Atlmzghty, but by my 
name JEHOVAH was I not known to them.” 


So now he manifeſted himſelf in the fleſh” by 


tae name of JESUS CHRIST, and we are com- 
manded to aſk, or pray to, the Deity, in, or by, 
that name. R i 

Further. We may obſerve, that all hai 
names correſpond with the qualities of the per- 


ſons or things ;. conſequently to aſk in the name 


of Jeſus Chriſt, means alſo, that we ſhould be in 
that ſtate of humility; love and aſſection, ſo con- 
ſpicuous in him, otherwiſe that our prayers will 
not be attended to. 

If Chriſtians would pay a proper attention to 
theſe facts, and unite a ſuitable practice to the 
faith of this doctrine, the converſion of the Jews 
and Mahometans would be no difficult matter. 


The prophecies would then ſoon be literally ful- 


flicd. *% The LORD alone would be exalted — 
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there would be one Lore, and his name oxe;... 
and alb fleſu would know, that JEHOV AH Aim 
is our Saviour and Redeemer, the Mighty One 
of Jacob, Ihen ſhall the earth yield her in- 
creaſe, and God, even ouR GoD ſhall bleſs us, 
and all the ends of the earth ſhall fear kim.” 
Mr. Lindſey ſays C Apol. p. 195) Our Savi- 

* our Chriſt, ſeems in words as expreſs as can be 
*-uſed, to forbid man's offering prayer to him- 
* felf;” and in the Book of Prayer uſed at Mr. 
Lindley's chapel, the prayers uniformly conclude. 
with the words © in the name of thy Son aur Sa- 
* nin Jeſus Chriſt. — Jeſus Chriſt our moſt 
* bleſſed Lord and Saviour, &c. The worthy 
apologiſt, therefore, allows Jeſus Chriſt to be 
the Saviour; and contends that prayer 1s not to 
be addreſſed to him, but Mroug him: Yet in 
this very ſame Book of Prayer are the following 
Fjaculations : O LORD GoD moſt holy, O 
* LoRD moſt mighty, O holy and moſt merciful 
* SAVIOUR, deliver us not into the bitter 
& pains of eternal death — Thou knoweſt, 
Loks, the ſecrets of our hearts; ſhut not thy 
werciſul ears io our prayers ; but ſpare us, 
K + LORD 
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* Lonxd moſt holy, O Gop moſt mighty, O 


* holy and merciful SAVIOUR, thou moſt 


„ worthy judge eternal, ſuffer ns not at our 
“ flaſt hour to be without hope or to fall irom 
« thee,” | 

To whom, now, are theſe prayers addreſſed 7 2 
If to the Almighty Father, the compiler plainly 
acknowledges GoD to be the Savꝛour; but if ta 
Jeſus Chriſt, (whom Mr. L. allows-to be the Sa- 
viour) he as clearly avoivs Jeſus Chriſt to be 
GoD ;-and thus, at any rate, by adopting theſe 
prayers, Mr. Lindſey has granted the Divinity of 
the Redeemer, though he declares io fully againſt 
its to the infertion of theſe addreſſes in 
Mr. Lindſey's Book of Prayer, Peradventure 
it was an Orerſigut, as Jacob ſaid of the money 
put into the mouth of the ſacks. 


But, Part of Chrift's Mediatorial Office 


* ſeems ta conſiſt (ſays Mr. G.) in the ſolemn 
Offering of the prayers of his diſciples (pre- 
« ferred in his name) To Gop.'—Etwc. p. 47, 
Note A. But if this be a fact, can Chriſt Offer 
what is never delivered to him? and in this caſe, 
. we not fray to Chriſt to Oiler up our 
=49 petitions? 
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petitions? Can a Miniſter preſent the petition 
of a ſubjett to the King, unleſs the ſubject firſt 
deliver it to the Miniſter? | 

If, however, all that hath been urged ſhould be 
thought to carry no weight with it, we ſhall only 
obſerve further, That our Lord, immediately af- 
ter delivering theſe paradoxes, declares, Theſe 
things have I ſpoken to you in proverbs: The 
time cometh when I ſhall no more ſpeak to you 
in proverbs, but I ſhall ſhew you prarnly of the 

FATHER. —And how does it appear that Jeſus, 
ſhewed them plarnly. of the Father? Why, That 
the firſt miracle upon record, wrought by the 
apoſtles, was done by ſaying, In the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt of Nazareth, riſe up and walk; 
that the i martyr died in praying to Jeſus: 
Chriſt; and that. the Holy Spirit, who was to 

guide them to ALL truth, taught them to inform 
their converts, That * Chriſt gave himſelf for us, 
that he might purify unto Ae, a peculiar peo- 
ple; —that he © gave „mel, for the Church, 
that he might preſent it to 4:m/clf;” yet, That 
it was © Gop who laid down his life for. us;“ 
and that GOD purchaſed the Church with his 

OWN 
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on blood.” It ſeems, then, that Chriſt ſhewed 
his apoſiles more plainly of the Father, by cons 
vincing them, through the Spirit, of the truth of 
his aſſertion, to Philip, He that hath ſeen me, 
hath ſeen the FATHER,” and they conſequently 
preached Ze/us as GOD. Since, therefore, 
the Saviour not only never forba& prayer to be 
addreſſed to him, but commanded it, and ac- 


cepted of it, both whilſt upon earth, and after his 


aſcenſion, does not this objettion appear to be 
quite futile and erroneous? 


OBJECTION m. 


This Trinity of Perſon or Nature, is not only 


Unneceſſary, but alſo Inconſiſtent. 
We wiſh not to be miſunderſtood in reſpect 


to this objection. If by a Trinity is literally 


meant three diſtinct perſons, as a Father ſeated 
upon the throne, the Son ſtanding before tlie 
throne, and a third perſon proceeding from 
thence, we alſo object to ſuch an explanation; 
but we attempt an anſwer to this objection, upon 
the ſuppoſition that thoſe who contend for 
Chriſt's mere Humanity, were to oppoſe that 

Trinity of nature, or perſon, which we have 
Cs 
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When we ſpeak of the © myſtery of Chin. 2 
we wiſh not to be included in that * bulk of 
chriſtians,” whom Mr. Lindſey ſays, © have ſuf. 
<* ferred themſelves to be ſtrangely deluded into 
% a notion, that there is merit in believing dark 
* inexplicable doctrines, and that it is owing to 
5* want of proper humility, that others will not 
4 ſubmit their underſtandings to receive them.” 
Apol. p. 15. All we contend for is what Paul 
writes expreſsly to Timothy, that without con- 
troverſy GREAT is the myſtery of godlineſs;“ 
and all the explanation neceſſary of this myſtery 
the apoſtle hath given us, in a few words; appa- 
rently with a deſign to prevent controverly : 
* GoD was manifeſt in the fleſh; GoD was 
juſtified in the ſpirit ; GoD was ſeen of angels; 
Gop was preached to the gentiles; GoD was 
believed on in the world; Gop was received up 
into glory.” Here are, in the words of the 
apoſtle, a declaration of a my/ftery, and at the 
fame time all the explanation neceſſary for a 
_ Chriſtian to know, It is to us myſterious, that 
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E, it is incomprehenſible to our faculties, and 
apparently znconfe/tent> We are loſt in aſtoniſn- 
ment, if we thmk the Love of GoD to his crea- 
tures was fo great, that for their ſalvation he 
aſſumed the human nature, in the © body that 
he had prepared;” that he united himſelf to that 
body as the ſoul thereof; that he raiſed that 
body from the dead in glorification; aſcended 
vilibly with it to heaven; and that by: all the 
fulneſs of the godhead” dwelling in that glori- 
fied humanity, mankind have acceſs to him. 
„Such knowledge is too high for us,” and we 
exclaim, Lord, what is man, that thou art thus 
mindful of him, or the ſon of man that thou 
thus careſt for him?" 

Paul's explanation of this myſtery conveys a 
full confirmation of the divinity of the Re- 
deemer. And if Chriſt indeed be God, it is a 
great myſtery ; but if he be not, it is to be feared; 
that the apoſtle hath held out to us © a ſtrong 
Jelufion, that we ſhould believe a lic ;” for it is 
nothing extraordinary, nothing myſterious, thut 
God ſhould have made a vir/uohs man, or that he 
treated one being ſaperior to all others: All 
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parties will-allow that there is a ſcale of berngs, 
God makes a worm, a graſshopper, a fly, a bird, 
a beaſt, a man, angels, archangels, cherubims, 


and ſeraphims. He made the ſtars alſo,” and 
* one ſtar differeth from another ſtar in glory:“ 


Though all allow this, wilb any contend for a 


myſlery in it? © The potter hath power over his 
clay, and maketh one veſſel to honour, and ano- 


ther to diſhonour. Nor is it any thing incom- 


prehenſible, that God ſhould dwell by his ſpirit 
(as ſome contend for) in a more e/pectal manner, 
in one perſon than in another; for ſo he may be 


ſaid to have dwelt more particularly with John 


the Baptiſt than with the prophets; and more 
with the apoſtles than with the Baptiſt; yet 
would it not appear abſurd to ſpeak of the var/ 


of the apoſtles' fleſh ? 


One ſentence in this paſſage of Paul's is par- 
ticularly worthy of obſervation, namely,“ GOD 


was ſeen of angels.” The ſcripture paſſages rela- 


tive to the Deyy deſcribe him as dwelling in 


impenetrable darkneſs, or unapproachable light: 
The pſalmiſt ſays, He made darkneſs his ſecret 
Place; his pavilion round about him with dark 


water, 
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water, and thick clouds to cover him.“ And 
Thou deckeſt thyſelf with light as it were with 
a garment.” Alſo in the Apocalypſe, John ſays, 
he that ſat upon the throne was like a jaſper 
and ſardine- ſtone, and a rainbow round about 
the throne, in ſight like unto an emerald.” Al- 
though the Lamb is deſcribed as ſtanding in the 
n1d/t of the throne, and thunderings, &c. as pro- 
ceeding from the throne; yet the ANCIENT OF 
Dars, or unclouded Dei:y, is always compared 
in heaven to a dazzling light, or a glory that 
no being can behold, ſo as to form an adequate 
idea of. One mult be led to conclude, therefore, 
when the angels are faid to have cen GOD by 
the incarnation of JEsSUs CHRIST, that * all the 
fulneſs of the Godhead” muſt abſolutely have 
dwelt in him, 1. e. that the Divinity, or Father, 
dwelt as the /oz/, in the Son, or body of Chriſt, 
in order to render himſelf approachable to his 
creatures; and that it is thus, through Chriſt, 
that we have acceſs unto the Father. 

Original Divinity being unapproachable by 
any created being whatever, no one, not even 
the angels in heaven, have ſeen his ſhape ; con- 

K 2 ſequently 
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ſequently it is impoſſible to ſay how Deity exiſts, 
except in that fulneſs bodily. And © Men miſ- 
take (as the Rev. Mr. Robinſon obſerves) by 
ſubjetting God to laws, which actually prevail 
in ſome cafes, but which, we dare not ſay, 
prevail in all,. and it is raſh to fay, ©, Gon 
* CANNOT be this, he CANNOT do that. 
Plea, p. 159. Therefore as we cannot tell the 
mode of Original Self-Exiſtence, it is certainly 
preſumptuous to declare any thing unneceſſary, 
of which we can form no ideas. 
Every word of God is pure; if, then, from 
the ſacred writings it can be proved that man- 
kind have fa in articles apparently as wnece/< 
fary and inconſiſtent, it will ſurely be allowed, 
that our belief in the Saviour's Divinity is 
equally juſlifiable, ſince it is founded upon the 
general tenor of ſcripture and reaſon. 
UNNECESSARY. One inſtance of this ſhall 
ſulhce, as applicable to mankind in general. 
Our ideas of God are, that he is an All-Petfett, 
Independent Being, exiſting and acting eternally, 
of unlimited power, wiſdom, goodneſs, know- 
tedge, and juſtice, With this notion of God, 
| we 
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we believe what is revealed, That he “ created 
all things, and that for kzs pleaſure they are and 
were created. God being independent, acts 
without controul ; and as man was created for 
his pleaſure, from his goodneſs we have reaſon to 
expect that his pleaſure would be our happineſs; 
from his knowledge he could foreſee the miſeries 
attending the fall of man; by his porwer he could 
have prevented it; for his juſtice would require 
an adequate puniſhment for {in when committed. 
Conſequently it may appear 0 us, that it was 
unneceſſary for Sin to have entered into the 
world, yet we believe it was the w/dom of God 
which ordained it to be fo. 

INCONSISTENT. What could be more in- 
confiſtent to our ideas than to fee a peifon en- 
deavouring to drive a © camel through the eye of 
a needle 9” When our Saviour declared this was 
eaſicr to be done, than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of God, well might the dif. 
ciples exclaim, Who then ſhall be ſaved ?” 
With man this is 2ncon//tent, yet we believe that 
rich men do enter into the kingdom of heaven 
therefore we believe that the ways'of God are 
| ſo 


rr Nen "4 GN - — L 8; - 
ne — « FT > a & FT WL 
Weg” an rr — — 8 —— = 


— 1 . 
r 0 


1 — —_ 
. — —. 

2 — > 
* * ow 


- — * 
— - 


72 önEEer ron 


ſo far ſuperior to the ways of mortals, as that 
things paſs in heaven which are as inconſiſtent to 
our finite capacities, as that of a camel paſſing 
through the eye of a needle. Upon what ground 
do we believe this matter? Not upon the evi- 
dence of our regſon; but it reſts entirely upon 
the Truth of him who ſaid, that © with Gop 
ALL THINGS are poſlible.” 

Not to multiply proofs, we ſhall particularize 
only three more; The firſt addreſſed to the 
Divine; the ſecond to the Phy/ecran ; and the 
third to the Soldier. | 

Firſt. Human philoſophy will urge, that it ia 
inconſiſlent with the Inſinite Goodneſs of God, 
that any of his creatures ſhould be doomed to 
Eternal puniſhment for crimes committed in this 
life, becauſe (ſay they) God being equally pow- 
erful as good, might have prevented their being 
wicked; and knows the lot, or eternal ſlate of a 
being before he is created. Why, therefore, 
does his goodne/sſuffer a creature to be born into 
the world, whom, by his foreknowledge, he pre- 
deſtinates to cternal miſery ? It may perhaps be 
urged, that the Eternity of Hell torments is a 

con- 
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controverted point. Granted. And we mean 


not to enter into that diſpute here; but only to 
obſerve, that he who ſaid, The righteous ſhall 
go into liſe eternal,” ſaid alſo, the wicked © ſhall 
go into everla/iing puniſhment;“ fo that the 


duration of puniſhment reſts upon the ſame evi- 


dence as the duration of reward. 

Second. The prophet Iſaiah ſays, © A virgin 
Jhall conceive.” How can a Phyſician account 
for a virgin conceiving, by natural cauſes? Is 


there any rea/07 to be given, either in the preſent 


practice or in that of the ancients, for ſuch a 
phenomenon ? 'Is it conſiſtent with medical ex- 
perience? Yet chriſtians are confirmed in an 
opinion that a V7rgzn did conceive, and that the 
produce of ſuch conception was the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; and if they literally believe the dottrine 
of his conceptaon, according to the prophet, why 
not alſo beheve the literal interpretation of his 
name, and that it was God with us?“ 


Thirdly, Is it content with the bravery of a 


ſoldier, that a numerous army, after having be- 


ſieged the city of Samaria till the famine was ſo 
Jore, that one © woman ſaid unto another, Give 
| thy 
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eat my ſon to-morrow;” is it content that a be- 
ſieging army, after having reduced a city to this 
extremity, ſhould be frightened by a noz/29 Yet 
the hiſtorian ſays, © the Lord had made the hoſt 
of the Syrians to hear a noiſe” of chariots, and a 
noiſe of horſes, even the noiſe of a great hoſt. 
And they ſaid one to another, Lo, the king of 
Ifrael hath hired againſt us the kings of the Hit- 
tites, and the kings of the Egyptians to come up- 
on us. Wherefore, they aroſe and fled, in the 
twilight, and left their tents, and their houſes, and 
their aſſes, even their oY as it was, and fled fot 
their lives.” 

What will the Phyſician and Military Officer 
ſay for theſe things? Will it be urged that 
theſe were miracles? That is all we require, for 
what is a miracle but ſomething which ſurpaſſes 
human knowledge and comprehenſion? And 
ſo the Divinity of our Saviour, however it may 
exceed human comprehenſion, is as evident 
from the ſacred writings as the facts juſt 
mentioned, 


\ 
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J far on a ſuppoſition that our idea of the 
godhead was inconſiſtent and unneceſſary; but it 
will be found, if tried at the bar of ſound reaſon, 
that this plan for man's redemption is a rational, 
neceſſary, conſiſtent plan; for we are to conſider 


that the diftance between the moſt perſect crea» 


ture and the ſelf.exiſtent Divinity muſt be infi- 
mite; canſequently the diſtance between. that 
Divinity and the moſt abandoned of all creatures 
muſt (if the expreſſion may be allowed) be 
infinitely infinite! If, therefore, Divinity caunot 
approach the moſt perfect creature, thence be- 
comes a necgſity for God to render himſelf ap- 
proachable to them, that he might reward the 
faithful with his preſence, without doing violence 
to his nature, and that he migbt puniſh the 
wicked without deſtroying them. Thus was the 
redemption of mankind eſſected: God aſſumed 


the human nature, that he might combat with, | 


vanguiſh, and puniſh the Hells, without totally 
deſtroying them; and he dweils in heaven in 
his Divine Humanity, whereby his creatures are 
enabled to pay to him that adoration which js due 
to him alone, and he rewards them with au cter- 
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nity of happineſs in his preſence, without ſuffers 
ing violence in his divinity. This is all perfectly 
conſiſtent; and if we conſider it in the light, that 
as the reaſonable ſoul and fleſh is one man, fo 
God and man make one Chriſt, it will appear 
evident, that the glorified perſon of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, in whom © dwelleth all fulneſs,“ 
and from whom proceedeth the Spirit of Truth, 
is, in heaven, ſtricily and literally the one, true 
and only God, conſequently the gee I 


of Supreme Adoration. 
The learned gentlemen who fo earneſtly con- 
tend againſt the divinity of our Redeemer, feem 
not to perceive that the charge of Iniconſiſtency 
lies more againſt them, than againſt their adver- 
aries. Jeſus Chriſt ſays, indeed, the Father hath 
given all power unto the Son; but this term 


4 given he hath explained in two places: 1ſt. Be- 
| cauſe (or, ſo far as) he is the ſon of man;” ad. 
| 1 * But there are ſome of you which believe not, 
| therefore ſaid I unto you, That no man can come 
- unto me, except it were given him of my Fa- 
"4 ter.“ We contend, therefore, that the Father 
| did not give his glory to another, when he com- 

mitted 


£6 
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mitted © all power in heaven and in earth” to the 


Son, the Father and the Son being one God. 


On the contrary, the opponents of this doctrine 
are under a neceſſity of allowing that paſſage of 
Iſaiah, I will not give my glory to another,” 
in order to eſtabliſh the Unzty of God; but to 
deſtroy the proof of Chriſt's divinity, they muſt 
deny this aſſertion, and affirm, that God Most 


'Hicn hath given his glory to another—to the 


SoN of MAN. As Mr. Lindſey obſerves, *Godg 
* moſt lngh, and Son of Man. Mal a Space 
& between ]“ | 

Mr. G. obſerves further, *And that he (who 
is to be our future deputed Judge) rctaitis 
great power and authority in -the Chnii:an 


* World, for the welfare of the Church, of which 


ie is the Hig/-Prieft and the Head, is expli- 


citly revealed in Scripture.” —Elucid. p. 3 
Note 4. 


Mr. Lindſey, however, ſeems to have been 


ys 


Tather aware of allowing Chriſt's Supremacy, and 


therefore ſuppoſes his power to have terminated 
at a ſhort period. © I am now perſuaded (iays 


40 he) that theſe paſſages in the New Teſtarient 
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73 
cited by me, [ Matt. xxvin. 18. 20. Jolm xiv, 
« 14. Eph. i. 22, 2g. 1 Cor. xv. 24. Philip. 
* ii. g, 10. &c. &c. ] and others of the like kind; 
do not relate to ariy power or domimon att 
® preſent exerciſed by Chriſt; but either to that 

« extraordinary power with wich he was mk 
45 
« 
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veſted during the apoſtlic age, and which ter- 
minated with the laſt miraculous interpoſition 
in favour of the goſpel ;- or they fignify only 
* the obedience and ſubmiſſion to his dottrines, 
i to the laws of God delivered by him, by which 
% he may be ſaid in a very proper tid ſeriptural 
* (Luke xxii. 29.) ſenſe to reign, and all chriſ- 
* tians to bow at the name of Jeſus.“ e Pe 
151. Note *. 

The power of Jeſus can never farely be ſatd 
to ternunate till after the final diſtribution of re- 
wards and punfſhments; becauſe the Father 
judgeth no man, but hath committed all judg- 
ment unto the Son;” nor does ſuch an idea agree 
with the adoration Wwe ſuppoſe to be given to 
lum in heaven. And if the authority and do- 
minion which he enjoys be only derived and 
tem: dun it is ä extraordinary, and pat- 


ticu- 
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ticuſarly worthy of obſervation, that in the book 


of Revelations, or in that of Daniel, there is not 
the leaſt declaration of the Sox, or LAux, pay- 
ing any homage to him that fat upon the throne. 
W hence it is evident, that it is that union of 
God and man, or God in His glorified humanity, 
{which is what is meant by one upon the throne 
and the Lamb) that is the object of heavenly 
worſhip; for if what is called the Lamb, or Son, 
be a real ſeparate diſtinct being in every ſenſe of 


the word, and the Father, or being deſcribed as 


on the throne, the only ob;ect of worſhip, is 
there not the greateſt reaſon to expect, that the 
Lamb, being the moſt perfect of all creatures, 
and having received ſuch high honour and dig- 
nity, would certainly have been repreſented as 
acknowledging the power from whence he re- 
cerved his exaltation. 

Numerous, mdeed, are the abfurdities which 
we muſt run into if Chriſt's power be ſuppoſed 
to have ceaſed ; for if it be allowed (even what 
our adverſaries contend for) that the Saviour's 


exaltation was entirely in conſequence of his 


perfect obedience to the will of God; ſtill God 
having 
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having ſo highly exalted him, it is inconſiſtent; 
with infinite Juſtice, that he ſhould be deprived 
of that exaltation. The reward of perfect obe- 
dience is an Eternity of exaltation, and whatever 
authority Chriſt hath ever held, there can be no 
ſolid foundation for ſuppoſing him to have been 


- deprived of it. His dominion is an everlaſting 


dominion, which ſhall not paſs away; and his 


kingdom that which {hall not be deſtroyed.” 


— 


THE three general objections againſt the Di- 
vinity of Jeſus Chriſt, it is preſumed, are lalis- 
factoril) anſwered to every candid recipient of 
divine truth; for it muſt clearly appear, That 
our Lord did ſufficiently declare himſelf to be 
the only God of heaven and earth. That he not 
only agree the worſhip offered to him whitſt 

pon earth, but commanded prayers to be ad- 
dre ſſed to him after his aſcenſion. —And, That 
the Trinity in Unity, as we endeavoured to ex- 
plain it, is con/etent with Divine Mercy and 

| Juſtice, 
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Jiltice, as well as agreeable to human reaſon; 

and likewiſe neceſſaty, according to the divine 
. of Order. | | 

It may be proper, however, to make an ob. 
ſervation upon what we have particularly wiſhed 
to enforce in the courſe of this work, viz. That 
God, the :nv/ible Father, is to be worſhipped in 
the v/ible Son, or Divine Humanity. 

To this intent we may remark, 

I. That the Self-Exiſtent Deity is unap- 
proachable. 

II. That the Son, or glorified tin 18 
the medium by, through, or in which, we wor- 
{hip the Father, or Divinity. 

III. That in worſhipping the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, we worſhip the One True and only God, 


in whom is a Trinity of Nature Father, 


Son, and Holy Ghoſt united in one glorified 


Perſon. 

It is not meant to enter at large into theſe 
ſeveral heads; but juſt to give a few paſſages of 
the ſacred writings, as the foundation of our 
aſſertions, And 

5 I. That 


8² @BJEECTIONS 


I. That the. Self-Exaltent Deity as unaps 
| proachable. 
That Divinity, 3 and eternal, can - 
not be approached, is plainly demonſtrated in 
ſcripture, and perfefily accords with our finite 
nouons, even when extended to the uttermoſt. 
It is a light which no man can approach unta, 
which no man hath ſeen or can ſee. . Thou canſt 
not ſee my face, for there {hail no man ſee my 
face and live. . . No man hath ſeen God at any 
time... . . Ye have neither heard his voice nar. 
ſeen his ſhape.” Indeed the idea which man- 
Kind in general have entertained of Deity, is, 
that it is indeſcribable, inviſible, and incompre- 
henſible, ſomething agreeable to what Moſes fays 
to the Ifraelites, Ye heard the voice of words, 
but ye faw ao ſiutlitude, only ye heard a voice.“ 
Yet we are told that we {hall ſee God: Job ſays, 
* I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he 
ſhall land at the latter day upon the earth: And 
though after my ſkin worms deſtroy this body, 
yet in my fleſh ſhall Lſec God; and the apolile 
ſays, © we ſhall ſee him as he is.“ It neceſſarily 
follows, therefore, that for us to know and ſee 
the 
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the Father,“ he muſt render himſelf viſible and 
approachable, and that we can approach him 
only in that body, form, or medium, with which 
the Divinity hath clothed himſelf for that 2 
poſe; which leads us to conſider 

II. That the Son, or glorified Humanity ie 


tlie medium, by, through, or in which we wor- 


ſhip the Father, or Divinity. 
Under this head we ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 


1. That the Humanity is glorified, and made 


a with the Divinity. 
2. That the Humanity is the medium, by, 
through, or in which we worſhip the Divinity. 
g. That the Humanity is to be worſhipped. 
Theſe conſiderations being of the higheſt im- 
portance, it is wiſhed ſome more able pen would 
take up the ſub, ect, for © we cannot order our 
ſpeech, by fon of darkneſs;” but the pro- 


phecy is fulfilldd: * For behold darkneſs co- 


vereth the earth, and groſs darkneſs the people; 
and untill © the LorD ſhall ariſe upon us, and 
his glory ſhall be ſeen upon us, we mult be 


content with the plain Letter of ſcripture to ſup- 


port our aftertion:, And 
VOL, 11. M 1. That 
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1. That the Humanity is glorified, and made | 
one with the Divinity. * 

Our Lord fays, © I proceeded forth and came 
from God: ..1 came forth from the Father, and 
am come into the world: again, I leave the 
world and go to the Father.” Whenee we infer, 
that the humiati eſſence of our Saviour exiſted 
with the Divinity, before his incarnation, even 
from eternity; that God ſent himſelf into the 
world by means of this humanity; but as this 
Son proceeded from the Father in ſence, he 
returned in ſubſtance or body; which is agreeable 
to- his own words, © Glorify thou me wich thine 
own ſelf, with the glory which 1 bad with thee 
before the world was.” 

That the Humanity was W in body, or 
fitrbfance, is clearly manifeſted by the foreſight 
which the diſciples had of his glorification; when 
he © was transfigured before them, and his face 
did ſhine is the ſun, and his raiment was white 
as the light;” as well as from what the Lord 
faid to the apoſtles, after his reſurrection and 
juſt before his afcenfion : * Behold my hands 
and my feet, that it is I myſelf, handle me and 

fec: 
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fee: for a ſpirit hach not fleſh and bones, as ye 
ſee me have.” | | | 

Here it will probably be ſaid, that Chrift re- 
ceived his humanity from the virgin mother. 
That he received a Humanity from his mother 
will be granted: but it is not evident how long 
he retained it. There is not any inſtance of his 
acknowledging an earthly parent: When his 
friends found him in the temple, at tyelve years 
old, © his mother faid unto him, Son, why haſt 
thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and 
I have fought thee forrowing. And he ſaid un- 
to them, How is it that Ye ſought me? wilt ye 
not that J muſt be about my Father's buſineſs?” 
Clriſt certainly did: not allude to his nonm nal. Fas 
ther in this place, for it is very evident, that 
Joſeph the carpenter had nouing to do with 
his“ ſitting among the doctors, both hearing 
Again at 


them and aſking ihem queſtions.” 
the marriage in Cana, when “ the mother. of Je- 
ſus ſaid unto him, They have no wine, Jeſus 
ſaid unto her, H'oman, what have I to do with 
thee?” And again, ſo far from acknowledging 
her to be his mother, he appears rather to deny 

M2 her 
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her, for when *© one ſaid unto him, Behold, thy 
mother and thy brethren ſtand without, defiring 
- to ſpeak with thee ; he anſwered and ſaid unto 
him, Who ig my mother? and who are my bre- 
thren?” From theſe premiſes perhaps we may 
venture to affirm, that the humanity which our 
Lord received from the mother, being entirely 
carnal, and ſavouring too much of the things of 
this world, was gradually caſt off by his combats 
and victories, like the Old man, which muſt be 
put off by every chriſtian in the courſe of his 
regeneration, far © the carnal mind is enmity 
againſt God.“ | | 

That the Humanity is made One alt the Di- 
vinity, is poſitively declared: © I and my Fa- 
ther are One. . . He that ſeeth me, {ceth him that 
ſent me. . . He that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the 
Father. . . . I am in the Father, and the Father 
in me.“ 

2. That the Humanity is the medium, by, 
through, or in which we worſhip the Divinity. 

This is a fact declared fo fully in the New 
Teſtament, that one would think it almoſt im- 
poſſible for an attentive reader not to fee it. 

The 
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„ The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all 
things into his hand.. . . I am tlie door, by me 
if any one enter in, he ſhall be ſaved... I am the 
way, the truth, and the life: No man cometh 


unto the Father but by me. . . . That the Father 


may be glorified in the Son. . . Without me ye 
can do nothing.. . The Comforter I will fend 
from the Father. . . He ſhall glorify me: for he 
ſhall receive of mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto you. 
All things that the Father hath are mine: theres» 
fore ſaid I, that he ſhall. take of mine; and ſhall 


ſhew it unto you. . . . At that day ye ſhall aſk in 


my name—G1ving thanks always, for all things, 
unto Gad and the Father, in the name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 

3. The Humanity 1s to be worſhipped. 

This is a truth very evident from ſcripture; 


however mankind may have loſt ſight of it, 


by entering into vain diſputations and reaſon- 
ings. 

The ſcriptures declare the Son, or Humanity, 
1s to be worſhipped : © All men ſhould honour 


'the Son, even as they honour the Father. He 


that hbnoureta not the Son, honourcth not the 
Fathes. 


CET TTY es Co ( 
a a RT ASS EC 


— 0 LID A 
— — pg —ñ— 
— — — — — 
* © * n = * "1 
xo i 3 - 2 


= 2 
— — — — — 
— — — — — ——— - 


- — 
— 


” — — 


— — ́ä́W , RO ar 


— ä — 


r S ner x 5 ao > —_—Y 


— — — 


a e 


— ³ſ · CO” oO OT RO 


as. 


535 


88 0-BJECTIONS 


Father. „Uto the Son he faith, let all the aue 
gels of God worfhip him.“ 

- Our Lord was worthipped in the 8 

during his abode upon earth, as is incontroverti- 
bly proved by our eighth propoſition, Vol. I. 
He aroſe from the tomb with that Humanity, 
and met his diſciples, who © held him by the 
feet, and worſhipped him.“ He viſibly aſcended 
with that Humanity, and.was worſhipped in his 
aſcenſion, by the eleven apoſtles. Stephen ſaw 
him in his Humanity, calling him the Son of 
Man at the time he prayed to him. And the 
apoſtle John informs us, that the Lamb, which 
is the glorified Humanity, is ſupremely adored 
in heaven; nay, that it ſhall be by © every crea- 
ture which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and ſuch as are in the ſea, and 


all that are in them for ever and ever.“ 


From all theſe conſiderations it follows of 


courle, 

III. That in worſhipping the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, we worſhip the One True and only God, 
in whom is a Trinity of Nature—Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt—united in one glorihed Per- 
| ſon. 
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$5n. © For in him dwelleth all the fulneſs of the 
Godhead bodily ; . . he breathed on the diſciples; 
faying, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt,” which | 
proves that this Divine Operation proceeds | 
through the medium of the Humanity; and his 1 
command was, All power 18 given unto me, in 
heaven and in earth, Go ye, THEREFORE, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 


the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy {1 

Ghoſt.” The diſciples were to baptize in the | 

name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt — [1 

Why ?—Becauſe all power is given unto Jeſus ; 9 

that is, in his perſon is united that Trinity of na- ! 

ture, diſtinguiſhed by thoſe names. - = 
we. hall conclude this moſt intereſting ſab- 18 
jekt, by a few remarks upon ſome paſſages of 0 

ſcripture, brought by the writers before alluded I 

to, in defence of their doctrine; with an intent | 

to prove the Divinity of our Lord, from thoſe 5 

paſſages, or from their own arguments. | ji 
Reſpecting the Creation, Mr. Lindſey ob- i 

|  ferves, that the word Mimra ſtands for the pro- 1 
6 noun mh, 1. e. God himſelf created the world, 10 
and - that the word Logos, in the beginning of 1 
, | | John's 4 
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John's goſpel, is wrongly apphied to Jeſus 
Chriſt. —Sze Apol. p. 103. But if this preface 
of John be © nothing but a deſcription, in the 
Hebrew way, of God himſelf,” and it was God 
himſelf who created the world, as it undoubtedly 
was; it as evidently follows, that God himſelf 
* was made fleſh ;” and thus, the learned apo- 
logiſt proves what he means to deny, viz. That 
Jeſus Chriſt is truly God; for whatever John 
meant by the term Logos, he poſilively declares 
it to have © been made fleſh and dwelt among. 
us.” And the inſtances which Mr. L. hatlr 
brought from Capellus, Allix, and Kidder, tend 
to prove, that it was God himſelf that appeared 
to the patriarchs.—lf, then, it was JEHOVAH 
himſelf who promiſed to be * a ſtone of ſtumb- 
ling,” and the apoſtle declares JESUS CHRIST 
to be that ſtone of ſtumbling, why will theſe 
earned perſons withſtand the evidence which 
themſelves bring, of the Divinity of our Re- 

deemer ? CE i 
Prayer. And they praycd and ſaid, Thou 
Lord which knoweſt the hearts of all men, ſhew 
whether of theſe two thou haſt choſen.” As a 
| | ſecond 
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Ikeond proof that this prayer was not addreſſed 
to Jeſiis Chriſt, Mr. Lindſey. quotes the paſſage 
in Jeremiah, I the Lorp ſearch the heart; 
and obierves, that © it is the Prerogative of Gop 
„% ONLY to {eaich the heart of man.“ So far 
1s very well; but the misfortune is, that there is 
a paſſage in Revelations, in which © Chriſt faith 
of himſelf, I am he, which ſcarcheth the rems and 
hearts.” 

To reconcile this to the ſyſtem, it becomes 
neceſſary, that GOD SHOULD GIVE THAT 
PREROGATIVE TO ANOTHER, which belongs 
to HIM ONLY, and to a being 77fitely beneath 
him!!! For * this is plainly a derived power, 
% (continucs Mr. L.) as plainly appears from the 
e frequent acknowledgments of his receiving 
© every thing from God, and particularly, Mat. 
* XXVUlL. 18. A power ig given lo me in hea- 
* ven and in earth, 1. e. beſtowed upon lum, and 
* eniruſted with him, for the particular purpoſe 
“immediately aiter-mentioned by him, (ver. 19) 


* to enable his apoſtles to make d:ſcrples of all 


* nations, to preach the goſpel with effc& 
* throughout the world: but not ſurely to erect 
vol. LL. N him 
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* him into an equal objeft of worſhip with God 
&® who gave it lum.” '—Apol.' p. 142. 

The reaſon w hich Mr. L. gives for Chriſt be- 
ing entr1 ed with this power, Viz. 40 make dl ſe 
ples of all nations, is a ſtrong proof that this prayer 
7 "as, addreſſed to Jeſus, for it 1s evidently a re- 
quel! that He would ſhew which of the two can- 
didates he chole for that purpoſe. The words of 
the petition tend to ſtrengthen ſuch a concluſion: 
It was made by thoſe perſons who had before de- 
clarctl that Jeſus “ knew all thirgs;“ and to 


whom our Lord had declared all power was in- 


veſted in him, © both in heaven and in earth.“ 
Our Saviour declares that He hath choſen the 
diſciples : © Ye have not choſen me, but I have 

choſen you > Alſo, © Have I not Choſen you 


twelve, and one of you is a devil?” Jeſus then 


having choſen twelve, and © Judas having by 


tranſgreſſion fallen,“ it is a natural concluſion, 


that the prayer, for one to ſupply his place, was 


addreſſed to him who had originally chofen the 


Twelve. 

Go, faith our Saviour to the man of the 
country of the Gadarenes, whom he had healed; 
| relurn 
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return lo thine, own houſe, and. feu how great 
things Go hath done unto. thee. '—Elucid, p- 

29. This gentleman hath quoted rather partially 
in this inſtance ; for though it 1s true, that, Jeſus 
told the man to ſhew how great things Gop had 
done for him, it is allo true, that, the evangeliſt 
ſeems to think the man obeyed his benefattor's 


directions. But how? And he went his way, 


and publiſhed throughout che whole city, how 
great things JESUS had done unto him. « Ihe 
man evidently looked upon Jeſus as God, and 
Luke thought that the man declared what Gop 
had done for him, when he aſcribed the wor ks 
he had received to Ixsus. 

On a ſimilar occaſion (continues Mr. G.) 
« De marks with diſtinguiſhed approbation the 
« piety, and grateful exultation of the Leper, 
« who, for the mercy he had juſt received, with 
* loud vorce glorified Go : and then, with 
great humility , thanked the bleſſed Inſtrument 
of this goodneſs.” It is very ealy to give par- 
tial comments. Luke fays, the man * glorified 
God, and fell down at his feet;” but as it may 
poſſibly, but not juſtly, be urged, in grammati- 
N 2 cal 
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cal criticiſms, .that the pronoun vis, in the 16th 
verſe, is a relative to the antecedent 7-/us in the 
13th, we will juft ſlate the whole paſſage, and ſee 
whether any juſt inference can be drawn from it 
againſt the divinity of the Redeemer. 

«As he entered into a certain village, there 
met him ten men that were lepers, which ſtood 
afar off; And they lifted up their voices, and 
faid, Jeſus, Maſter, have mercy on us. And 
when he ſaw them, he ſaid unto them, Go ſhew 
yourſelves unto the priefls. And it came to pafs 
as they went, they were cleanſed. And one of 
them, when he faw that he was healed, turned 
back, and with a loud voice glorified God, and 
fell down on his face at his feet, giving him 
thanks; and he was a Samaritan, And Jeſus 
anſwering, ſaid, Were there not ten cleanicd ? 
but where are the nine? There are not found 
that returned to give glory to God, fave this 
ſtranger. And he ſaid unto him, Ariſe, go thy 
way, thy faith hath made thee whole.” Here is 
not any juſt cauſe for making zwo actions (as Mr. 
G. has done) in what the evangeliſt includes in 


cone. The ſacred writer does not ſay that the 
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man * gloriſied God, and then thanked the 
bleſſed Inſtrument; but he concludes both the 
ations in one, with a loud voice glorified God, 
and fell down at his feet, giving him thanks;” 
which ſeems rather to imply, That in falling at 
IEsus's feet, and returning Him public thanks, 
he glorified GOD. If this was not the meaning, 
who can pretend to ſay the other nine did not 
glorify God, and ſhew themſelves to the prieſts, 
as Jeſus commanded them? | 

Whatever Rank or Power our great Deli- 
* verer may now hold in the Univerſe, it is 
plain, therefore, that he poſſeſſes them in /ub» 
* ord:natzon to that Lord God Ommpotent, from 
© IWiom he himſelt declares he recerved all things. 
% Moreover his preſent Authority and Sprritual 
« Miniry we learn are held for a determined 
„ Per;od ; for it is written that he is at laſt to de- 
* liver them up to their Almighty Giver, that 
* God may be all in all. —1 Cor! xv. 24, 27, 28. 
„This important circumſtance,'which is aſſerted 
« by St. Paul with great ſolemnity, is ſurely ſuf .- 
ficient of itſelf to ſhew che Iueguality between 
| Chriſt 
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« Chriſt and the Supreme Lord of Heaven and 
6 Earth“. —Elucid. p. 49. by 

We muſt again beg leave to take the whole 
paſſage of Paul, in order to clear it from partial 
inferences: © Then cometh the end when he 
ſhall have delivered up the kingdom to God, 
even the Father ; when he ſhall have put down 
all rule, and ali authority and power. For he 
muſt reign, till he hath put all enemies under his 
feet. But when he ſaith all things are put under 
him, it is manifeſt that he is excepted which did 
put all things under him. And when all things 
ſhall be ſubdued unto him, then ſhall the ſon allo 
himſelf be ſubject unto him that put all things 
under him, that God may be all in all,” 

Let us attend here to Mr. G's own arguments, 
The oppoſing arbitrarily one or two (perhaps 
* obſcure) paſſages againſt the univerſal tenour 
* of the Scriptures, is an invidious method of 
2 preventing them from being reconciled either 
* to themlelves or to reaſon. In theſe volumi- 
* nous writings, there are doubtleſs /ome things 
* hard to be underjtood ; but their general mean- 
« 15, ſurely, the Standard that ſhould be princi- 
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® nally attended to; and the figurative and or- 
„ namental mode of Expreſſion, common to the 
Oriental languages, ſhould be always remem- 
* hered. - Eluc. p. iv. Notet. 

This is a moſt excellent obſervation, and very 
much to the purpoſe. It muſt be obvious, to 
every attentive reader, that the univerſal tenour 
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manity. And it is This ſyſtem (and this only) | 
which can reconcile all thoſe apparent contradic- 
tions, that ariſe from a nuſconception of this 
fundamental truth. Upon this ground, there ap- 
pear but wo paſſages any ways hard to be under- 
ſiood, viz. © My Father is greater than I,” and 
this at preſent under conſideration, Then fhall 
the Son alſo himſelf be ſubject unto him that put 
all things under him, that God may be all 


In 


of the Old Teſtament is, to inform us, That Gon | 
is our only Saviour; and that it is the univerſal [ 
tenour of the Nc, to teach us that JESUS 4 
CnR1sT is the only Saviour. Each of theſe | 
books poſitively ſpeak of the Redeemer in 7a i 
natures—as Gop and as MAN. The general 1 
meaning” 1s, ſurely, then, That redemption was | L 
effected by IEHOVAH Gop aſſuming our Hu- | | 1 

9 


$8 bBJECTIONS 

in all.” The firſt of theſe, we doubt not is ſuffi. 
ciently reconciled to an impartial reader (Vol. E 
page 104) and Mr. G. has himſelf given us an 
eaſy method of diſpoſing of theſe words of the 
apoſtle, by © remembering the figurative and or- 
* namental mode of expreſſion common to the 
& Oriental languages.” By the Son, therefore, 
we would underſtand divine TRUTH; and by the 
Father, divine Love. Thus we find, that 
divine Love bath put all things under the do- 
minion of divine Truth; But, when Tuch ſhall 
have ſubdued all things unto itſelf; when he 
{hall have reigned till he hath deſtroyed the great 
enemy Death, that is, Evils and Falſes, which 
are the origin of Death; then Truth ſhall deliver 
up his kingdom, and ſhall itſelf be ſubject to di- 
vine Love, for *GoD is Love,” and thus will 
GoD be all in all. : 

The following inference, from the Letter of 
this paſſage will prove, that our opponents do 
not underſtand it in its true light. 


1. All things, except the Divinity, are under 
the dominion of Jeſus Chriſt, If, therefore, he 
| be 
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be a di//:n@ and ſubordinate or treated being, 
Yhat is; if the Son, or Humanity, be not one 
with the Father, or Divinity, God hath deli- 
vered all power and authority out of his own - 
hands, and hath given his glory; of which we are 
told he is fo jealous, to a being infinite) bes 
neath him, (for the difference between God and 
any creature muſt be Infinite)? and this he hath 
declared he will not do: © I am the Lo RD, 
chat is my name, and my glory I will n groe t8. 
another.“ 

2. Nen ſhall the Son be ſubject, certainly im- 
plies that he is not fo ni ; conſequently, he 
muſt be equal with the Father: if equal, the Fa: 
ther and Son, that is, the Divinity and Humas 
nity, muſt be the ONE Gop; for the Saviour 
declares there is but One God, and God declares 
that he hath no equal. 

. Chriſt *miiſt reign till he hath put all ene- 
mies under his feet.” Even the laft or gr eateft 
enemy, Death, ſniall be deſtroyed, Fliis point is 
important. Let us confider it in a nat tnraf 
light, ſuppoſing the Father arid Son tivo diſtin 
perſons. The Father is the Supreme Sovereigi 
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of the univerſe ; but has a great number of ene- 


mies, as Sin, Evil, Death; &c. riſing up in op- 


poſition to his government. The Father 


loveth the Son, and hath given all things into 
his hands;“ i. e. the Father retires, and permits 


the Son to have the honour of ſubduing theſe ene- 


mies, and he is to rule till he hath deſtroyed 
them all. But as ſoon as he has obtained a 
complete victory, he is then to reſign up his au- 
thority, his kingdom, his honour, and what is to 
become of him, nobody knows!—lIs this agree- 
able even to Human juſtice? and “ ſhall mortal 
man be more juſt than God?” . Of the govern- 
ment and encreaſe of Chriſt's kingdom, there 
ſhall be no end, and his throne is for cver and 
ever.” T5 

Let not, therefore, this one paſſage be a 
ſtumbling- block, and, becauſe it ſeems * hard 
to be underſtood,” be deemed ſufficient to overs 
turn the general tenor of the Word of God. 

But it js ſaid, by ſome of our opponents, that 
the image of God, cannot be God himſelf. The 
paſſage of ſcripture alluded to, is that of Paul's, 
when he ſays, that Chriſt is * the brightneſs of 


glory, 


inne 101 


. and the expreſs image of God's perſon.“ 


Jo underſtand this in the moſt literal ſenſe, If 


we take a perſon very much deformed in. body, 


and whoſe difpoſition of mind appears exattly to 


correſpond with his body, we may remark that 
it 18 a common obſervation, That ſuch a perſon's 
body is the very Image of his ſoul. Therefore 
that argument does not at all invalidate the Di- 
vinity of Chriſt, according to our ſyſtem ; but 
gives us the moſt beautiful and comfortable 
idea of God that it is poſſible to conceive. 
There was no wrath, no vengeance, no anger in 
Jeſus Curiſt. He © came into the world to ſave 
ſinners.“ He © came not to deſtroy men's lives, 
but to /ave them.“ He accuſed no one—He 
condemned no one, But his whole life was a 
ſeries of benevolence, and he continually © went 
about doing good.” 

To conclude. Men certainly err, when they 


attempt to confine an Infinite God to the rules 


of body and matter, and the terms and ideas of 
a finite creature. Though our fouls are made 
in the image of God himſelf, yet they are 


clogged with corporeal matter, and cannot con- 
'@ 2 template 
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template the Sovereign Beauty, till freed from 
the earthly clothing that fetters up W 
image. 5 

When we WE" how little we know of 
purſelyes—how *© fearfully and wondertully we 
are made,” and reflect upon ihe infinite know- 
ledge, wiſdom, power and grandeur of the 
Deity; when we conſider tie infinite mercy and 
goodneſs of that © God who cannot lie, and 
that he hath declared himſelf to be our“ Savi- 
OUR and our REDEEMER; theſe reflections, 
as a celebrated French divine obſerves, remove 
dhe greateſt Numbling-blocks that ſceptics and 


« jnficels pretend to meet with in religion. 
* They juſtify all thoſe dark myſteries Which 
% are above the comprehenſion of our feeble 
reaſon. We would not make uſe of theſe re- 
* flettions to open a way for human fancies, 
and to authorize every thing that is preſented 
* to us under the idea of the marvellous. All 
+ doctrines that are incomprehenſible are not 
divine, nor ought we to embrace any opinion 
merely becauſe it is beyond our knowledge. 
But when a religion, in other reſpects, bath 
good 
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good guarantees; when we have good argu- 
ments to prove that ſuch a revelation comes 
from heaven; when we certainly know that it 


is Gop who ſpeaks, ought we to be ſurpriſed 


if ideas of God, which come fa fully authen- 
ticated, abſorb and confound us? .. When E 
think on the grandeurot God, when I caſt my 
eyes on that vaſt ocean, when I conſider that 
1unmenſe All, nothing aſtoniſhes me, nothing 
{tumbles me, nothing ſeems to me inadmiſſible, 


how incomprehenſible ſoever. When the 


ſubject is divine, I am ready to believe all, to 


adult all, to receive all, provided I be con- 


vincęd that it is God him ſelf who fpeaks to 


me, or any one on his part... After this I am 


no more aſtoniſhed that God, from the abun- 
dance of his compaſſion, deſigned the myſtery 
of an incarnate God; a myſtery which angels 
admire, while ſceptics oppole; a myſtery 


which abſorbs human reaſon, but which fils 


all heaven with fongs of praiſe; a myſtery 
which is the great myſtery by excellence, but 
the greatneſs of which nothing ſhould make 


us reject, ſince religion propoleth it as the 


grand 
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grand effort of the wiſdom of the incompre- 
« henſible God, and commandeth us to receive it 
on che teſtimony of the incomprehenſible God 
4 himſelf. . . But what ſurprizes me, what, ſtum- 


* bles me, what friglitens me, is to ſee a diminu- 
tive creature, a contemptible man, a little ray 


of light, oppoſe at Intelligence who ſitteth at 
* the hei!:: of worldg queſtion what he af 
cc 


firms, diſpute what le determines, appeal 
« from his deciſions, and, even atter.God hath 
given evidence, re ect all doctrines that are 
beyond his capacity. Enter into thy nothing- 
neſs, mortal creature, What madnels ani- 
mates thee? How durſt thou pretend, tho! 
« who art but a. point, thou whoſe effence is but 
an atom, to meafure thyſelf with the Supreme 
Being. with him who fills heaven and earth, 
with him whom heaven, the heaven of heavens 
* cannot contain? Canſt thou by ſearching find 
« out God? Canſt thou ſend out the Alinighiy to 
perfection? high as heaven what canjl thou do? 
* deeper than hell what canſt thou know? He 
« ftretcheth out the north over the empty place, and 
* hangeth the earth upon nothing. Ile bindeih 


0 up 


a up the waters in his thick clouds, the pillars of 


61 
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heaven tremble, and are aflomſhed at his reproof. 
Lo, theſe are parts of his wavs, but how little a 


« Hortion is heard of him? but the thunder of his 
« power who can underſtand? Gird up now thy 


6 


& 


46 
66 
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loins like a nan; for I will demand of thee, and 
anſwer thou me. There waſt thou when TI laid 
the foundations of the earth? declare if thou haſt 
underſtanding. Who hath lard the meaſures 
thereof? who hath ſiretched the line upon ut ? 
whereupon are the foundations thereof faſtened? 
who laid the corner-/lone thereof, when the 


. morning-ſtars ſang together, and all the ſons of 


God ſhouted for joy? Who fhut up the ſea with 
doors, when I made the cloud the garment there- 


of, and thick darkneſs a ſwadling-band for it? 


when J break up for it my decreed place, and 


« {ct bars and doors, and faid, Hitherto ſhalt thou 


«6 


come and no farther : and here ſhall thy proud 


« waves be flayed? He that reproveth God let 


him anſwer this. O Lord, ſuch knowledge is 


* too wonderful for me: it is too hagh, I cannot 


4. 


Omnipreſence of God. 


attain unto it I” —Saurin's Sermon on the 
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Examination of Mr. Robinſon's Plea 


FOR THE 


DIVINITY or JESUS CHRIST. 


And after They had held their peace, JAMES an- 
feuered, ſaying, Men and brethren, hearken 


unto ME! 


T ef chriſtianity, like the benevo- 


lence of its divine founder, are not con- 


fined to any particular claſs of mortals. They 
are calculated for the reception of mankind in 
general, from the monarch upon the “ivory 
throne,” to the afflicted“ beggar at the gate 


of Dives.” Reſpecting worldly wiſdom and ſci- 


entific knowledge, it hath pleaſed the wiſe crea- 
tor of all things, that the bulk of mankind are 
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very ignorant. It cannot he ſuppoſed, therefare, 
that a religion of divine inſtitution, and expreſsly 
declared to be © preached to the poor,” ſhould 
require, in its adherents, a deep penetration, 
and a thorough knowledge of the antient writers, 
to render it comprehenfible. The ſacred pen- 
men were inſpired, and that Spirit of Truth by 
which they were inſpired, perfectly underſtood 
how to expreſs the important doctrine they 
taught, ſo as to render it intelligible to the gene- 
rality of mankind in ai ages. That 
Man's firſt diſobedience 

Brought Death into the world, and all our woe, 
is a fact clearly recorded in the facred writings, 
and it is as clearly revealed, that in conſequence 
of this fall from innocence in the root, the 
branches are incapable, of themſelves alone, of 
regaining :that bliſsful ſeat, which would have 
been their reward, had the firſt parent not broken 
the covenant of his maker. Hence the neceſlity 
of a Redeemer is obvious; but concerning the 
nature of this Saviour of the human race, man- 
kind hold various opinions, although the ſcrip- 


tures ſpeak as plainly and explicit as it is poſſible; 


«Yes 
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Ve ſhall know no God but me,“ ſays IEHo- 
vA, the Lord of HosTs. Why? *Bxcaust 
there is no Sabiour beſides me!” Hence it is 
evident, that the Saviour is GoD; and Jeſus 
Chriſt being the acknowledged Saviour of man- 
kind, he is undoubtedly their Gop. 

So far is indiſputable, yet clear to the loweſt 
capacity; and it is under a full perſuaſion that 
the goſpel of Chriſt was intended for univerſal 
reception, that the portions of ſcripture, ſelected 
in the foregoing work, have been taken in their 
moſt plain and obvious meaning. Perhaps, in- 
deed, it will always be found, that, the more ſim- 
ple and natural way of interpreting ſeripture, 
generally approaches the neareſt to truth; and 1s 
molt conformable to the ſpirit of chriſtianity ; 
but thoſe who aim to pull Jeſus Chriſt from the 
throne of heaven, although they continually ex- 
claim againſt my/tery in religion, labour, with 
indefatigable zcal, to find a metaphorical ſenſe, 
a concealed meaning, a myſtery, in every paſſage 
which has the leaſt tendency to countenance 
that firm corner {tone of the Chriſtian Church 
the Divinity of its Founder, 

P2 Amongſt 
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Amongſt the variety of learned works winch 
have appeared againſt what is termed the Trini- 
tarian ſyſtem, a very ſevere one hath been lately 
publiſhed, entitled, An Examination of Mr. Ro- 
binſon of Cambridge's Plea for the Divinity of our 

Lord Jeſus Chrijt ; in which the Examiner has 
diſplayed much ingenuity and learning. 

But © the learned and ingenious (ſays the 
* writer) pronounced upon Mr. Robinſon's 
* Plea, that it was Jooked upon as lo very ſuper- 
* ficial, and had ſo little argument in it, that it 
* would not long deceive any one, and needed 
no confutation.”— Exam. p. g. As, therefore, 
to the author of this preſent work, Knowledge 
did ne'er unfold her ample page,” with that li- 
berality ſhe has diſplayed towards both theſe 
learned perſons, he can ſcarcely expect ſo fa- 
vourable a ſentence as that pronounced upon the 
Pla; nor does he profeſs to have the abilities, 
ume, or inclination, for the Herculean labour of 
criticiſing the Examnation, with that rigour and 
exactneſs which the Examiner has beſtowed 

upon Mr, Robinſon's Plea. 
= But 


Cod het”. , | [ 
= ail 7, = - Y 1 


e 
4 © So. [oft 9 9 


AN SWE R E . 111 


But we read, in the fabulous world, of a gnat 
combating with a lion; and in ſacred hiſtory, of 
a /iille David engaging with a great Goliath ; 
therefore, though“ Ehab's anger be kindled 
againſt me, and he ſay, Why cameſt thou to the 
battle?” yet, What have I now done Is 
there not a cauſe?” Many of the texts of ſcrip- 
ture ſo cruelly put to the rack in the Exainina- 
tion, are applied, in the foregoing pages, in a 
ſenſe ſimilar with Mr. Robinſon, and ſo much 
condemned by this learned Critic. We confeſs 
our full aſſent to that declar ation, There is one 
God, and none other but he ;” and when we ſe- 
lect two paſſages from holy writ, and place them 
parallel, thus, 

The pſalmiſt ſays, And the apoſtle ſays, 

The Lord of Hoſts, The princes of this 
he is the KiNG of ! world, crucified the 
GLORY.” LoRD of GLORx.“ 
We mean, and we think it evident to perſons of 
common underſtanding, who are fo far conver- 


ſant with ſacred hiſtory astoknow thatit was Jeſus 
Chriſt whom the Jews crucified; we -mean that 
the apollle ſpeaks of the ſame King of Glory as 
| | the 
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the pſalmiſt does; and if the reader refers to the 
21th pſalm, and obſerves how very applicable the 
four laſt verſes are to him whom the Jews cru- 
cihed, we ſhall be juſtified in our concluſion, 
that the Lord of Glory and the King of Glory, 
mean the ſame being, conſequently that in cru- 
cifying the Lord of Glory, they crucified the 
LoRD of HosTs. And when we ſhew from 
Iſaiah, that the Lord Jehovah declares, © A Sa- 
viour there is none beſides me; . . I am God, 
and there is none elſe. I have ſworn by my- 
ſelf, that to me every knce ſhall bow, every 
tongue ſhall ſwear ;” and from the epiſtles of 
Paul, that“ at the name of Ze/us every knee 
{hall bow, of things in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth,” it appears as 
if Paul alluded to this paſſage of Iſaiah. There- 
fore, the veracity of Paul being granted, we 
think it no unjuſt inference, That there muſt be 
a nature in Jeſus Chriſt ſimilar to that of Jeho- 
vah; and as there is no Saviour and no God be- 
ſides JEHoVAnH, yet Jeſus Chriſt being the ac- 
knowledged Savꝛour, and poſſeſſing this nature 
ferlar to God, he muſt truly and properly be the 

Loky 
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tory Jenovan, becauſe the prophet ſays, in 
another place, There is no God lie me.” 
Let me but know clearly, (ſays this Exami- 
& ner) that God has ſignified his mind and will, 
and then, let the ſubject be ever ſo unfathom- 
„able by me, I will receive and believe it. — 
Exam. pref. p. xxiv. It is only wiſhed that he 
would perform this promiſe, and we will take a 
ſew paſſages out of Iſaiah's prophecy, in order 
to diſcover what a common capacity will think 
he is taught to believe : | 
„Thus ſaith God the Lord, he that created 
the heavens and ſtretched them out ; he that 
ſpread forth the earth and that which cometh of 
it ; he that giveth breath unto the people upon 
it, and ſpirit to them that walk therein, . I am 
the Lord, that is my name, and my glory I will 
not give to another. . . . For I am the Lord thy 
God, the holy one of Iſrael, thy Saviour... . I, 


oven I am the Lord, and beſides me there is no 


Saviour. . I am he that blotteth out thy tranſ- 
greſſions for mine own ſake, and will not remem- 
ber thy ſins. . . Thus ſaith the Lord, the King of 
Iſrael, and his Redeemer the Lord of Hoſts, I 


am 
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am the firſt, and I am the laſt, and beſides me 
there is no God. . . I have blotted: out, as a thick 
cloud, thy ſins ; return unto me, for I have re- 
deemed thee... A juſt God and a Saviour, there 
is none beſides me. Look unto me, and be yë 
faved, all the ends of the earth, for I am God, 
and none elſe.” 

What inference can a plain, unlearned mor- 
tal draw from this prophet? Is it not evident, 
that this meſſenger of Jehovah requires him to 
believe, that he who created all things is Cod; 
that there is but one God, and that this God 
would be his SAVIOUR and REDEEMER ? 
Angels and prophets are equally meſſengers of 
the Moſt High; therefore, when-another mel- 
ſenger of Jehovah informs him, © Unto you this 
day is born a SAVIOUR, which is Chrift the 
Lord,” will he not naturally conclude, that as he 
is taught in the ſacred writings to believe there 
16 only one Saviour, and that this Saviour is the 


only one God; will he not conclude, that the 


Saviour which is Chriſt the Lord, is the ſame 
«bo 1 1s called by the 8805 Cod the Lord, con- 
| ſequently 
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fequently that the Lord Chrift and the Lord of 


Hoſts, is the GoD of ISRAZL r 


Surely, then, any perſon may clearly know, 
that it 1s the mind and the will of his creator, 


for him to believe equally that there is but one 


Saviour, as that there is but one God! Yet the 
moſt ſtrenuous advocates for the Unity of God, 
will not allow the ſame Unity of a Saviour, al- 
though there is the ſame proof of one as of the 
other, viz. the word of that ©* God who cannot 
lie.” 


„There is literally and poſitively only one 


*. God (is the language of our opponents) there- 
“fore Jeſus Chriſt cannot be God; but we al- 
* low that there may be tuo Saviour's, a dele- 
* gated and a ſupreme one, notwithſtanding the 
« prophets ſay to the contrary.” Me alſo inſiſt 
upon a literal conſtruction of the words: There 
is only one God, and only one Saviour: God is 


the only Saviour; Jeſus Chriſt, therefore, being 


the undoubted Saver, muſt be GOD. God 


created man in his own image, after his own 
* hkenels,” and after his fall from innocence, 
that 423i/el/ might be their Saviour and Re- 
-VOL- th Q deemer, 
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deemer, according to his promiſe, © he took not 
on him the nature of angels, but the feed of 
Abraham,” and of him whom he had created in 

tris own image, and blotted out their tranſgreſſions. 
Let this be ever ſo unfathomable by us, we 
* ought to believe it, becauſe (as the Examiner 
e altows) no better reaſon can be given for any 

e thing, than that God hath ſaid it.”—Exam. 

p. xxiv. 

This being allowed, which cannot be an- 
nulled, the Examiner's arguments upon other 
paſfages fall to the ground of courſe; for if the 
one God be the only Saviour, the name of the 
child muſt be the Evertafting Father; God did 
purchafe the church with the Hood of that na- 
ture which he had aſſumed, and laid down that 
life for us. But he alfo raiſed that body from 
the dead, and glorified it, by uniting it with his 
divinity; and this Lord Jefus Chrift, which is 
Jehovah in Divine Humanity, from whence 
proceedeth the Spirit of Truth, is ftrictiy and li- 


terally one God, the Creator, Redeemer, and 
Regenerator of mankind, | 


„King 
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King Agrippa, believeſt thou the prophets ? 
I 4now that thou believeſt © Thow believeſt 
that there is One God, becauſe the prophets de- 
clare it. Thou doſt well.” And why not be- 
lieve them, when they declare there is but Om 
Saviour? ig 
But it is urged by this writer, that the paſſage 
of Paul to the Hebrews, as quoted above, is a 
miſtranſlation; for that inſtead of verily he 
took not on hm the nature of angels; but he 4oot: 
on. ham the feed of Abraham,” it ſhould have 
been, verily he h-(peth not angels, but be hetpeth 
the ſeed of Abraham,” Now in order to have 
juſtified this new tranſlation, the writer ought to 
have convinced his readers, that Jeſus Chrilt dicl 
not help angels; for if it be proved that he dia, 
his conſtruction of the paſſage appears at once to 
be wrong. We find, then, that the © four and 
twenty elders” are deſcribed in the Revelations 
as beings /up-r:or to angels, being © ſeated round 
about the throne, clothed in white raiment, and 
having crowns of gold upon their heads.” Yet 
theſe beings, ſo highly exalted, ſing unto the 
Lamb, thou haſt redeemed US by thy blood?” 
22 Al 
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All beings, in ſact, who © behold the face of 
God in heaven,” are indebted to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt for that ineſtimable bleſſing. There is 
-no other name by which any can arrive at that 
happineſs, but that of Chriſt Jeſus. © He is 
head above all;“ men and angels, faints and 
elders, © every creature which is in heaven, and 
on the earth, and under the earth, and ſuch as are 
in the ſea, and all that are in them... bow at the 
name of Jeſus,. .. and ſay, Bleſſing, and honours 
glory and power, be unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever; .. for of him, and to him, and through 
him are all things. Jeſus, therefore, hath 
helped angels, and conſequently this new trank- 
lation 1s not juſt. | 

The Divinity of Chriſt muſt alſo appear evi 
dent from his ſo frequently repeating, or apply- 
ing to himſelf, the name by which God diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf to Moſes: © Moſes ſaid unto 
God, Behold, when I come unto the children of 
Hrael, and ſhall ſay unto them, The God of your 
fathers hath ſent me unto you, and they ſhall ſay 
to me, What is his name? What ſhall I ſay un- 
to them? And God ſaid unto Moſes, I Au 

A 
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THATI AM; and he ſaid, Thus ſhalt thou ſay 


unto the children of Iſrael, I AM hath fent me 


unto you.“ And the Saviour ſays, © If ye be- 
lieve not that I A, ye ſhall die in your ſins... 


When ye have lift up the Son of Man, then ſhafl 
ye know that I AM.. . . Before Abraham was I 
AM.” It is true, that in the two firſt of theſe 
paſſages, the ſenſe will bear the addition of the 


word he, which our tranſlators have inſerted, I 1 


AM /e, i. e. the Meſſiah; and much pains has 


been taken, by the writer here commented up- 


on, to ſhew that our Saviour, in this laſt anſwer 
to the Jews, © intended only to declare that he 
% was the Chriſt, the promiſed Meſſiah, whom 
they expetted;”” and he obſerves, that our 
* tranſlators, to have been conſiſtent with them- 
* ſelves, ſhould have rendered the ſame phraſe 
here as in verſe 24, 28, Before Abraham was 
« I AM he; that is, the Chriſt.''—Exam. p. 25, 
26. Our tranſlators, however, would have been 
extremely wrong, had they paid ſo little attention 
to the ſubject; for our Saviour's expreſſion in 
this place is not what this writer aſſerts, but an 
anſwer to a ſimple queſtion, © Haſt thou ſeen 
* Abra- 
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Abraham? Jeſus ſaid unto them, Verily, verily, 
I ſay unto you, before Abraham was I am. 


Then took they up ſtones to caſt at him,” not 


becauſe he made himſelf the Meſſiah, but that 
he, © not being fifty years old,“ pretended to 
have exiſted before Abraham, who had been 
dead ſo many hundred years! * Before Abra- 
ham was I AM.” Our Saviour could not mean 
this as to his mortal body, becauſe, as the Jews 
obſerved, he was not then fifty years old; conſe- 
quently he muſt allude to that divinity or im- 
mortal part which he poſſeſſed in conſequence of 
the power of the Moſt High having overſha- 
dowed the Virgin his mother; therefore taking it 
in the moſt confined ſenſe poſſible, it is a proof 
that the Meſhah was not a mere human being, 
as fo many learned commentators have errone- 
ouſly imagined. In the ſecond expreſſion, When 
ye have lift up the Son of Man, then ſhall 
ye know that I Au,“ we have in a former part 
allowed the introduction of the word he, and en- 
deavoured to explain the meaning thereof; but 
it will be found that the ſenſe 1s ful] and com- 
plete, without ſuch additional word: * Ye ſhall 

| | know 


ANSWERED, 12 


know that I am.” This expreſſion bears ex- 
aftly the fame interpretation here as in former 
parts of the ſacred writings. To the Iſraelites 
God declares himſelf to be the I Aw, the Self. 
Exiſting God, or God in himſelf. So the Saviour 
informs them, that He had fe in hampelf,” 
that no one could take away his life, but he laid 
it down of himſelf, © I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it up.” There- 
fore *When ye have liftup the Son of Man, then 
ſhall ye know that I A;“ by my raifing again 
that body which ye crucify, which ye think ye 
ſhall deftroy, and which I ſhall raiſe again by my 
own power, ye will then have ſufficient evi- 
dence, that I Au THAT I A, Jehovah, Self- 
exiſting, or Cod in himſelf, agreeable to the pro- 


phecy, © Thus faith the LoRD GOD... , My 
people fhall know my name ; therefore, they 


ſhall know, in that day, that I am he that doth 
ſpeak, behold, it is l“ 5 
We alfo think that this Examiner is miſtaken 


in his interpretation of a paſſage in Revelations, 


when he endeavours to prove that Chriſt was 


merely human. The paſſage alluded to is this. 


Sud «And 
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And all that dwell upon the earth ſhall worfhip 
him {the beaſt) whoſe names are ndt written in 
the book of life of the lamb ilain, from the 
foundation of the world.“ i. e. that the names 
of the ſaints were written, from the foundation 
of the world, in the book of life, which is called 

the book of the lanib ſlain, becauſe it was by, or 
in conſequence of, the ſacrifice of Chriſt's body, 
and of their true faith in him, and ſincere obedi- 
ence to his directions, that they were enabled to 
withſtand the temptation of worſhipping the 
beaſt. Surely this is a more natural 1aterpreta- 
tion, than to ſuppoſe Chriſt was called the lamb 

lain from the foundation of the world, *BECAUSE 


tended, that he ſhould promote the cauſe of 
« righteouſneſs, and the ſalvation of mankind, 
by gloriouſly ſuffering a violent death for thoſe 
great purpoſes. Exam p. 106, 107. 
It is added, Our Lord did not blame the 
* people for proclaiming him under the title of 
* TFeſus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilce. 
True. Nor did he blame Thomas, when he 
exclaimed, on ſecing him, My. Loxb and 
_ 
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* God had from the beginning of the world in- 
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my Gop!” for he was the prophet of Nazareth, 


and he wasFhe God whom Thomas afterwards 
worſhipped : He was truly and properly God 
and Man. 

But he © directed men to worſhip the Father.“ 


. Granted, But he alſo taught them to aſk in his 


name; yet in the eſpecial prayer he gave to his 
diſciples, there is no mention of a mediator, and 
he telis tnem, © If ye ſhall aſk any thing in my 


name, I will do tt.” We are to addrefs God, 


. Our Fathzr,'—* Thou, O Lord, art our Fa- 
ter, our REDEEMER: Doubtleſs thou art our 
Father, tizough Abraham be ignorant of us, and 
Iſrael acknowledge us not.“ which art in 
heaven,” — Jeſus Chriſt © came down from He 


* Hallowed be thx 


ven, and 1s 1n heaven.” 


name.” —TFhe name of Jeſus muſt be hallowed 5 


At that name every knee ſhall bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth ; and things under 
the earth: © All men ſhould honour the Son, 
even as they honour the Father.“ Thy 
1,740m come.” —Chriſtians are tranſlated out of 


this world into the kingdom of Cbriſt: * His. 


dominion is an everlaſting dominion, which ſhall 
VOL, 11. R not 
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not paſs away, and his Aingdom that which ſhall 
not be deſtroyed.” ——* Thy wif be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.” —It1s the w:// of God, 
that the Son ſhould be honoured even as the 
Father: This is done in heaven by worſhipping 
God as one Divine-human being, and diligently 
obeying his commands——* Give us this day 
our daily bread,” —* All power is mine, (ſaid 
Chriſt) and whatſoever ye ſhall aſk, I will give 
it.“ And forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we 
forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us.”—* The 
Son of Man hath power to forgive ſins;” and 
there is no other name whereby we muſt be 
{ſaved but that of Jeſus Chriſt.” * Arid lead 
us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.“ 
—Chriſt, ſaith Paul, © in that he himſelf hath 
ſuffered, being tempted, he is able to ſuccour 
them that are empted.” 
It is, therefore evident, that this prayer is 
properly an addreſs to Jeſus Chriſt, or to the 
Divine Humanity of God, or that ſtrict union of 
Father and Son, from whence our petitions are 


granted. 


But 


if oY” 2 ot. 
l - . ES 3 = A. ov A ths iis 
oh _— ty f 3 r AL = te" j = = 1 
n r . MARbBAAE N 


ANSWERED, 125 


But the moſt important article, perhaps, in 
the whole controverſy reſpetting the Saviour's 
divinity, is the introduction of John's goſpel ; 
and as in the 33th page of this work, Vol. I. the 
Logos, or Word of John, is applied to Jeſus 
Chriſt, we will endeavour to juſtify the applica- 
tion, -and to prove from thence, that according 
to the opinion of this favourite apoſtle, the Sa- 
viour was the {rue God. 

This ſublime and inſpired writer beginneth 
his work by declaring the dignity and nature of 
his Hero: In the beginning was the Word, 


and the Word was with God, and GOD was 


THE WorD. All things were made by him.“ 
This is allowed to be a deſcription of God Him- 
ſelf. And the Word was made fleſh, and 


dwelt amongſt us.” Therefore GoD was made 


fleſh, and dwelt amongſt us; that is, God, who 


was before inviſible, became viſible in and by 


Jeſus Chriſt, & 


Again. When the Jews ſent prieſts and 
Levites from Jeruſalem, to aſk John (the Bap- 
tiſt) who art thou? He confeſſed and denied 
not, but confeſſed, I am not the Chriſt. . . And 

R2 : they 
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they aſked him, Why baptizeſt thou, then, if 
thou be not that Chriſt, nor Elias, neither that 
prophet? John anſwered them, ſaying, I bap- 
tize with water, but there ſtandeth one among 
you, whom ye know not; he it is who coming 
after me, is preferred before me, whoſe ſhoes 
latchet I am not worthy to unlooſe . . . The 
next day John ſeethi JESUs coming unto him, 
and faith, Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the ſin of the world. Thzs is he of 
whom I ſaid, After me cometh a man which is 
preferred before me; for he was before me.” . 
This is called the © witneſs” and © record of 
John the Baptiſt concerning Jesus.” And 
this record of Ixsus, the apoſtle John ſays, the 
Baptiſt bare of the Word that was Gov” 
Therefore by eh Chriſt, and by the Word, 
the apoftle means the ſame being; conſequently 
Jeſus Chriſt is the God of the apoſtle, and 
the ſame God who created all things. 


John 
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John Baptiſt ſays, | The apoſtle ſays, 
| I ſaw and bear re- | John bear record that 
cord, that JESUS is the | the WoRD was the 


Son of God. | Son of God. 
Therefore JEsUs CHRIST is the WoRD of 
John. 


John Baptiſt was ſent | John Baptiſt bear that 
to bear witneſs of the | witneſs of Feſus Chri ſt. 
True Light. 

JesUS CHRIST therefore is the TRUE LIGHT. 
The True Tight was | Jeſus Chriſt is the 

in the world, and the | True Liglit. 

world was made by him. 
Therefore JEsUs CHRIST made the world. 
He that made all |* r Chriſt made 
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things is God. the world. iy 
Therefore JESUS CHRIST is GOD. lit 

* 1t is a fact of great notoriety (ſays the writer 1 
„of the Examination) that one great cauſe of by 
the rejection of the goſpel by the Jews and i 1 


* Mahometans, is the doctrine of the Trinity, 
* and of Chrilt's divinity in particular.” — Exam. 
p. 191. Is not this a proof that the godhead of 
the Saviour was the dottrine of the primitive 


chriſ- 
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chriſtians? Was it not a Jehovah- Jeſus, or 
Cod. man, a crucified Gop that was to the 
Jews a ſtumbling- block, and to the Greeks fool- 
iſhnels? And was not the cauſe of their rejec- 
tion the fame then as now — Yes. The Jews 
expected their Shekrngh, their God, to come in 
his glorious Majeſty, and behold, he came—as 
the Son of David, indeed, but not ſeated on a 

throne, He poſſeſſed none of the exteriors, 
' which, in their eyes, were neceſſary to reſtore 
the kingdom to Iſrael. The Jews ſtumbled at 
him, and the wife Greeks, thoſe maſters of learn- 
ing and the ſciences, laughed at the folly of 
ſalvation by means of a cruciſed Gop. 

There is, therefore, the ſtrongeſt reaſon poſſi- 
ble, from the arguments often uſed in defence of 
a contrary doctrine, to conclude, that in the firſt 
ages of the chriſhan world, the founder of their 
religion was acknowledged to be the proper ob- 
ject of ſupreme adoration, and that this doctrine 
was a principal cauſe of the violent perſecution 
which they ſuffered. And notwithſtanding the 
poliuve aſſertions ſo frequently made thereto, 


Jeſus 


ANSWERED. 155 


Jeſus Chriſt never did declare that he was not 


God. 

The pleas of miſtranſlations, metaphors, and 
interpolations, have been ſo hackneyed, in order 
to get rid of this © ſtumbling-block” of GOD 
being received up into glory,” that one is wearied 
with ſeeing ſo many abſurd explanations (as they 
are termed) of plain {imple matters of fact. Yet 
theſe ſtale arguments, which have been repeated 
a hundred times over before, ate all that this Ex- 
aminer has produced againſt the Saviour's divis 
nity ; and © Dexterity in C722c:/m,” is not the 
leaſt excellence of his work: Thus, the worſhip 
paid to Chriſt in heaven 1s not /upreme, bur ſuch 
reverence and reſpect only as was due to ſo ex- 
cellent a character. When Jeſus Chriſt lays T 
fearch the heart, *he only ſpeaks of that high diſ- 


* cernment and ability which God had beſtowed - 


* upon him on that occaſion.” When he tells 
his diſciples All power 2s given unto me in heaven 
and in earth, it means no more than © that the di- 
vine extraordinary aſſiſtance would be ſup- 
* plied, as it was wanted by his diſciples.” And 
when he ſays to them I ſay unto you, that if 

two. 
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two of you ſhall agree on earth as touching any 
thing they ſhall aſk, it ſhall be done of them of 


my Father which is in heaven, for where two or 


three are gathered together in my name, there am 
Tin the midſt of them;“ I ſay unto you is to be 
taken Herictly literal, meaning only “ a particular 
rare caſe of his apoſtles, in that firſt age of his 
« religion, when miraculous powers were af- 
* forded;” but the latter part is Highly Figu- 
rative! Excellent Critics !—Juſt Inter- 
preters! —* Second Daniels!“ He that 
hath a dream, let him tell it as a dream ; but he 
that hath my word, let him ſpeak it as my Mord. 


Is not my word like fire?“ 

The faith of thoſe who believe rightly in the 
divinity of Jeſus Chriſt is ſeldom properly ſtated: 
therefore, unleſs we held a plurality of Gods, 
the terms I, thou, me, &c. are urged in vain as 
arguments againſt his godhead, for they are 
proofs in favour of it. God ſays Iam the Savi- 
our. Why,' then, will ye not believe that the 
Saviour is God? Woe believe, with a firm 
and perfect faith, that God is One; that he alone 


hath been, is, and ſhall be cternally, our God.“ 
We 
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We believe, that what is termed the Father, or 
Divine Ele, ca.inot be deſeribed, becauſe it ex- 
ceeds every 1«ca of human thought, which being 
finite, cannot comprehend infinity; and chat this 
Eſſe is not only inviſible, but unapproachable to 
any creature whatever; conſequently that befote 
the world was, or even before the creation of 
any heavenly beings, God muſt have taken a 
vail or form, for the purpoſes of creation, and to 
render himſelf viſible and approachable to ti:oſe 
beings whom he firſt created. This form, there- 
fore, was properly *the beginning of the creation 
of God,” and as we may ſuppole the heavenly 
creation to have been free from pollution, this 
form was of the moſt perfect nature next to the 
Divine Eſſe, and this nature we will take the li- 
berty of diſtinguiſhing, for want of a more atle- 
quate term, by the name of celeſtial, i. e. God, 
in the beginning of Time, appeared to his crea» 
tures in a celeſtial body. | 
When the creation of this habitable globe was 
completed, God ſaw every thing that he had 
made, and behold, it was very good;“ but when” 
fin, and its conſequence Death, had entered into 
Vol. IL, 8 the 
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the world, and Man had rebelled: againſt his 
maker, a ſtronger medium, or leſs perfect nature 
was required, that the Deity might approach his 
now fallen creatures; and * according to the 
mighty working whereby he is able to ſubdue all. 
things to himſelf, we may allow that this form 
or celeſtial nature was made angelic, by which 
means Cod was enabled to appear to, and converſe 


with, the moſt perfect part of fallen mankind, 


that is, ſuch righteous perſons, or proper recipi- 
ents, as were ſelected by him for that purpoſe, In 
this light, God is ſomeumes called an angel (lee 
our third propoſition, page 114, Vol. I.) or 
more expreſſive, © the angel of his preſence.” 

Sin and Evil, however, getting the aſcendency 
over mankind, the world became ſtill more cor- 
rupt, and conſequently leſs capable of receiving 
ſuch divine correfpondencies. But God, whe 
is an Infinity of Love, according to the promiſe 
made to our firſt parents, immediately after their 
fall, when the fulneſs of time was come, de- 
ſcended to * bruiſe the ſerpent's head.” For 
this purpoſe, it was neceſſary that the vail ſhould 
be ſtill more groſs, and that this angelic body 

ſhould 
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thould be incarnate, i. e. made human of the 
© ſeed of the woman.“ God, therefore, in order 
to complete the redemption of mankind, * took 
not on him the nature of angels,” as formerly ; 
but he took © on him the ſeed of Abraham,” and 


was as truly Gop in this © prepared body,” or 


humanity, as he was in what we have ventured 
to call the celeſtia! body in which he created the 
worlds, or the angelit in winch he appeared to 
the patriarchs. This incarnation was effetted by 
the power of the moſt high overſhadowing a 
pure unſpotted virgin; whence this form or body 
is called a Son—the Son of God, from the power 
of conception proceeding from Jehovah, andthe 
Son of Man from the humanity received from 
the mother, and as a deſcendant from David, 
Abraham, and Adam. As this Son of Man (fo 
widely different from general expettation, that 
even the Devil doubted of his divmity, ſaying, 
& Tf thou be the Son of God”) he ſuffered the 


temptations incident to human nature, frequently 


{peaking of himlelf merely as to his humanity, 
or the Son of Man, and as frequently alluding io 
himſelf as to the © God of the whole earth; — 

S 2 Having 


ore — 


3 


— — — — 


— 


att: 
2 0 py 4 „ 33 
— 7 — 4 
- —— 
x l 5 


2 — = - — — . : - 
8 x «.. . * — . L 8 » - - 
ee in gt” cc 


Th OBJECTIONS 


Having ſhewn to what a pitch of wickedneſs the 
world had arrived, and ſuffered them to fill up 
the meaſure of their iniquity, by unjuſtly con- 
demning him to an ignominious death, though 
Pilate and Herod both pronounced him innocent 
of any crime whatever, he caſt out the Prince of 
this world, and obtained a victory over Death 
and the grave, by combating them in their own 
regions, which he could not have effected but by 
means of the humanity, for as Good is obnoxious 
to Evil, ſo is Evil to Good, and God, or pure 
Divinity, could no more approach what is called 
the Devil, or the Hells, than what is called Satan 
could Heaven, without a proportionate medium 
of form or body; or, to be more iutelhgible to 
the moſt ſimple reader, any more than a man 
can put his hand into a fire without being burnt, 
or into a hornet's neſt without being ſtung, un- 
leſs he provides him with a ſuitable covering. 
W believe, further, that God railed from the 
grave and g/orrfied the humanity which he had 
aſſumed, hy uniting the divinity to it as the foul 


is to he | oy, and that by means of this glorifi— 
cation, or God in Divine Humanity, the Deity 


1 
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is now approachable to all faithful workers of 
righteouſneſs upon earth, and viſible to all the 
ſaints in heaven; conſequently that our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, which is God a Divine-Human 
Being, is ſtrictly and properly one Perſon, the 
True God, and Only Object of worſhip. 

We alſo believe that what is called the Holy 
Ghoſt, is the Divine Influence, or the Operation 
of this Divine-Human Being, agreeable to our 
Saviour's words, If I go not away, the com- 
forter will not come unto you, but if I depart, I 
will ſend him unto you;” and after his reſurrec- | 
tion, © he breathed on them, ſaying, Receive ye 
the Holy Spirit;“ and that our Lord himſelf was 
this divine Trinity, and ſpeaks of himſelf as ſuch; 
for he tells his diſciples, © All power is given 
unto. me in heaven and in earth, . . therefore 
baptize in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt,..... for, lo, I am with you 
alway.” 

But when we apply the term necgſſary to any 
action of God, we wiſh not to be miſunderſtood. 
There is a Divine Order eſtabliſhed reſpecting 
the works of God, which cannot be broken, be- 
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cauſe it would be making God aft in contradic- 
Von to himſelf; therefore, when we fay, that 
there was a neceſſity for God to act ſo and ſo, we 
mean that it was conſiſtent with that eſtabliſhed 
plan of Order that God ſhould uſe ſuch means. 
Thus, the work of man's redemption was a gra- 
tral work, and the means appointed, even from 
the creation of the world, was, that Jehovah 
Whimfelf would aſſume the human nature. Agree- 
able to the eſtabliſned plan of order, this union 
of Divinity and Humanity could not be a ſudden 
work; for as the heat of the fun may be ſup- 
poſed to deſtroy this world. did it not gradually 
approach it through the medium of the atmoſ- 
phere, ſo would the purity of the Divinity have 
ueſtroyed the humanity, had not the *body been 
prepared,” as Paul expreſſes it, by a gradual 
change of its nature from what we have ventured 
to call cele/tial to that of human. Allowing, then 
this plan of Order, and this gradual change of 
nature in the body or Son, many ſeeming incon- 
filtencies vaniſh, Chriſt, though truly the on/y 
God, was the * only begotten Son of God—the 
firſt-born of every creature che beginning of 
the 
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the creation of God; and it was with tri pro« ' 


priety that the Son prayed to the Father for 
the glory which he had with him betore the 
world was: His goings forth have been from 


of old, from everlaſting—he was before John. 


he ext/ted before Abraham — He and the Father 


are One,” and yet **the Father 7s greater than 


the Son.” In this ſenſe, the Son might not 


know the day and hour of his ſecond appear- 


ance ; and when the end of all things ſhall be. 


complete, the Son zw2l{ be ſubject to the Father 


od wel! be All in All'—yet © Chriſt will be 
our Judge—the kingdoms of this world will be- 


come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his | 
Chrit—there will be one Jehovah and his name 
one, The LORD JESUS, who is the True 


God, and Eternal Life.“ 


The fourth edition of Mr. Robinſon's Plea 


for the Divinity of Jeſus Chriſt, which we have 


in ſome meaſure defended, is printed in a neat 


pocket volume, and worthy an attentive peruſal; 
for although the author is totally miſtaken con- 


cerning the Humanity, yet the ground of his ar- 


gument appears to be, that the Fulneſs of the 


God- 
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Godhead,” dwelt in the Saviour—an important 
but incontrovertible T&UTH. And though it 
is ſome years ſince the firſt publication of that 
work, we beheve no one has ventured to attack 
it, till the appearance of this anonymous Exami- 
nation. It were much to be wiſhed, however, 
for the ſake of that candour and philanthropy 
which the opponents to our Saviour's divinity 
pretend to, that this Examiner had not taken ſo 
much pains to “ excite the bad paſſions of his 
readers againſt the perſon he oppoſes ;” for there 
are ſuch evident marks of inveteracy throughout 
the whole publication, as are very unbecoming- 
in any controverſial writings, but particularly on 


ſuch a ſubject ; and it is impoſſible to avoid no- 


ticing, how © able, diligent, exact, learned, ho- 
neſt, great and good,” he has made thoſe Com- 
mentators who have Ciſtinguiſhed themſelves in 
favour of his ſyſtem ; but how « careleſs, ſuper- 
ficial, profound ignorant, unjuſtifiable, raſh, bold, 

and preſumptuous,” he makes his opponents!“ 


AN o doubt but ye are the people, and wiſdom ſhall - 


die with you! but Mill ye ſpeak wickedly for God, 
and talk deceitfully for lim? O that ye would al. 
together 
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' together hold your peace, and it ſhould be your 
ru ſdlom.“ | | 

An objeftion has been made, reſpecting the 
Miracles wrought - by our Redeemer, which 
- ought, with more propriety, to have been noticed 

in another part of this work, but which we can- 
not paſs over without ſome little obſervation. It 
is urged, by ſome of the writers before-men- 
tioned, that the performance of miracles was no 
proof of Chriſt's divinity, for that Gop did the 
miracles by him, in the ſame manner as it is 
written, * God wrought ſpecial miracles by the 
hand of Paul;“ and it is ſaid, chat the diſtinction 
between our Lord and the Deity, is ſufficiently 
plain by ſaying that God was with him.” 

It has been proved, beyond all diſpate, that 
whatever the apoſtle John meant by the term 
Logos, he declares it to be Gon, and to have 
been made fleſh. Is it not, then, as ſufficiently 
| plain, that GOD was MADE FLESH, and that 
the expreſſion, © the Word was wh God,” is 
only what our opponents have allowed, viz. 
ſimilar to Solomon's deſcription of , iſdom, 
ſpeaking of God himſelf in the Hebrew way ? 

VOL. II. T For, 
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For, as 'the Examiner obſerves, © Writers of 
* oppoſite ſentiments on this ſubje&, have ſeen 
* and owned, that St. John in uſing this lan- 
| * guage, has a reference to Proverbs vin. where 
I % Miſdom, though brought in as a Divine Per- 
1 „ ſon ſpeaking and acting, is acknowledged to 
* be nothing but an attribute of the Supreme 
«* Mind; and the whole of that proſopopoeia or 
“ perſonification in Solomon, ts conſidered in 
® no other light than as a beautiful and ani- 
« mated deſcription of the God and Creator of 
„of all things, acting every where by the ru'es 
t of the moſt conſummate wiſdom. And what 
% ſhould hinder us from interpreting the apoſtle 
“here in like manner; not as introducing a new 


« Supreme God, called the Word or Logos, 
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4 “ quite unknown before, and never named by 
þ * the other three evangeliſts ; but aſſerting, 
|} * that all things were made by God, at firſt, 
4 * with the moſt perfect wiſdom; and that from 
| * the ſame ſource of the divine wiſdom, all the 
| different communications of light and inſtruc- 
9 tion to mankind have been derived ſince; 
ll =” ® eſpecially 
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eſpecially that beſt and chief of all, which we 
have by Jeſus Chriſt?“ —Exan. p. 11. 

This is all perfectly agreeable to ſcripture 
truth, and human, reaſon; and making uſe of 


theſe very arguments, there appears no incon- 


ſiſtency, in the apoſtle, when, deſcribing God 
himſelf in this © beautiful and animated man- 
ner,” he ſays, „The Word was wth God, and 
the Word was God, and the Word was made 
fleſh,” he means to inform us, that IEHOVAU 
himſelf aſſumed our humanity for the purpoſes 
of redemption. Nor is this © any thing ſo very 
s degrading, concerning the Supreme Being,“ 
as this Examiner {gems to imagine, but quite the 
reverſe: for © God is LOVE! —boundleſs, im- 
meaſurable LovꝝE !—It was Love that created 
mankind—it was Love that redeemed them! 
And ſhall finite atoms, particles of duſt, deem 
that degrading, which INFINITE WISDOM or- 
dained, and INr1NifTE Love effected, for 
their Redemption? If mankind could but fee 
the Deity in this amiable light, ſolely as a God 


of Love, and would fearch into his word wi h 


an infantine ſimplicity of heart, for the ſake of 
1 2 ear- 
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earneſtly ſeeking for the Truth, and not to con- 
firm themſelves in any particular notions which 
they may have embibed, the ſtumbling-block of 
God's aſſumed Humanity would be removed, 
* every valley would be exalted, and every 
mountain and hill be made low, the crooked be 
made ftraight, and the rough places plain; and 
the Glory of the Lok D,“ in emptying lumſelf, 
that he might exalt his creatures, would be 
clearly * revealed, and all fleſh would ſee it to- 
gcther, for the mouth of the LoRD hath ſpoken 
it!“ 

That this is the intent (continues the Exa- 
miner) of the introductory part of his goſpel, 
St. John himſelf explains to us, if we only 
have the patience to liſten to him. For hav- 
ing aſſerted, with that ſimplicity of ſtile for 
which he is remarkable: Tn the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God—he imme- 
diately ſubjoins (ſhewing himſelf incapable of 
a thought that there was any perion who was 
God but one;) and the Word was God; or, 


as rather more agreeably with the original, 


* the ſentence might be tranſpoſed, and Gon 


WAYS 
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* was the Word: viz. that Word, of which he 
was ſpeaking, was none other than God him- 
* ſelf. It was his Word, or Wiſdom, by which 
all things were made; which planned all the 


divine councils and deſigns, thoſe eſpecially 
that related to the human race, and their deli- 


« Jeſus Chriſt,” 


Surely, no one can deny this, and we do not 
pretend to * a thought that there is any perſon 
%% who is God, but one.** And it would have 
been well if the Examiner had ſtopped here in 
his 12th page; but in attempting to prove that 


Jeſus Chriſt is not this one God, he has 


totally contradicted his favourite apoſtle, . John, 
in particular, as well as the icriptures in general; 
for he proceeds, © to whom [i. e. to Jeſus 
* Chriſt] a portion of this wiſdom was in an ex- 
traordinary manner imparted, ſufficient to en- 
able him to act the great part aſſigned to him. 
Which is the meaning of verſe 14, that fol- 


* lows, and the Word was made fleſh (or as it 
„ ſhould rather be tranſlated, the Word was 
% fleſi and dwelt among us, &c. i. e. This wile, 
dom 


verance out of their dark degenerate ſtate by 
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dom was-communicated to a mortal, dwelt in 
the man Cyrilt Jeſus, and was by him diſ- 


& penſed to the world.“ Now, if Jeſus Chriſt 


had only a porbion of the Shirit of God, he bad 
it only in a meaſure, which is direQly contrary 
to John's declaration, who poſitively ſays, that 
God gave not the ſpirit by meaſure unto him;” 
but as Paul expreſſes it, © all the fulneſs of the 
godhead dwelt in him.“ If he had only a portion 
he could not have all; but if the whole or fulneſs 
of the godhead dwelt in him, he had not the 
ſpirit by meaſure, or in part, but the operation of 
the Sherit was entirely veſted in him; and al- 
though Go D wrought the miracles by the hands 
of Paul,” yet our Saviour“ caſt out devils,” and 
wrought his miracles, as lumſelf declares, © by 
the FiNGER of GOD 
his being the Great God himſelf, vailed in human 
fleth, that no ſophiſtry can get rid of. 


127 


which is a teſtimony of 


It is hoped we ſhall be excuſed from the 
charge of tautology, in fo frequently referring to 
the introduction of John's goſpel; but it has 
been brought forth by the opponents of Curiſt's 
divinity in “ ſuch queſtionable ſhapes,” that fo 

jar 


far as it is poſſible for human learning, and dex. 
teriiy in criticiſm to © wreſt” this part of ſerip- 
© ture to their own deſtruction,“ it has been 
done. However, notwithſlanding the variety of 
interpretations which have been given, by the 
learned, to particular parts of the ſacred writings, 
* ALL FLESH ſhall know,” either in this world, 
or in that which they have yet to enter, That 
there is no Saviour except JEHOVAH, and no 
God but the LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

Having fo far made free with the publications 
written againſt the Divinity of our Redeemer, 
if any improper expreſſion has been inadvert- 
ently uſed, the pardon of the authors is entreated; 
and whilſt we are all prefling forward for the 
promiſed reward, however we may differ in 
opinions, let us all be united by that ſpirit of love, 
benevolence and univerſal charity, which the Son 
of God taught, not only in precept, but by exam- 
ple! Let us all join in the moſt unſhaken rever- 
enceand gratitude for the mercies we have received 
at his hands, remembering, that as he died in 

conſequence of our ſins, ſo he roſe again that 
| we 


* _; 
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we might live for ever; © that he will and at 
the latter day upon the earth,” when every one 
will be judged according to his works; and “they 
that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the 
firmament, and they that turn many to righteouſ- 


neſs as the ſtars for eyer and ever.” 


End of the Second Volume. 
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Prebare to meet thy God, O Hrael. 
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